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Selected Items

Signed Limited Of A Christmas Carol,
One Of 525 Copies Beautifully Illustrated And Signed By Arthur Rackham
1. (RACKHAM, Arthur) DICKENS, Charles. A Christmas Carol. London and Philadelphia, 1915. Large quarto,
original full vellum gilt, custom slipcase. 
$9000.
Signed limited edition, presentation-association copy, of the “Bible of Christmas” (Eckel), one of only 525 copies
signed by the illustrator, with 12 beautiful mounted color plates and 20 in-text line cuts by Rackham.
“The Christmas gift-book proved an excellent market for Rackham. His sensitive and agile line earned him the
appreciation of connoisseurs, while his care for the spirit of each text commended him alike to children and adults”
(DNB). A Christmas Carol marks the first time Rackham illustrated Dickens’ work. Dickens’ Carol was first published in 1843. With publisher’s 4-1/2 by 7-inch prospectus laid in. With remnants of original silk ties laid in. Riall,
124. Bookplate. A lovely fine copy.
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“A merry
Christmas to
everybody!
A happy New
Year to all the
world.”

“No Equal In American Literature”:
First American Edition Of Moby-Dick Unrestored In Original Cloth
2. MELVILLE, Herman. Moby-Dick; or, The Whale. New York and London, 1851.
Octavo, original blue cloth, custom chemise and half morocco clamshell box.
$62,000.
First American edition, in first binding, of Melville’s rare classic, the centerpiece
of any collection of American literature.
Arguably the greatest single work in American literature, Moby-Dick was initially
“a complete practical failure, misunderstood by the critics and ignored by the
public; and in 1853 the Harper’s fire destroyed the plates of all his books and
most of the copies remaining in stock (only about 60 copies of Moby-Dick survived the fire)… [Nevertheless,] Melville’s permanent fame must always rest on
the great prose epic of Moby-Dick, a book that has no equal in American literature
for variety and splendor of style and for depth of feeling” (DAB). This American
edition contains 35 passages and the Epilogue omitted from the English edition
(The Whale, published in October of the same year; the first American edition
appeared in December). Complete with six pages of advertisements at rear, covers blind-stamped with heavy rule frame and publisher’s circular device at center, orange-coated endpapers. This copy with double flyleaves at front and triple
flyleaves at rear. BAL 13664. Pencil owner signature. Early ink notation. Interior
unusually nice, with less foxing that usually seen, a few tiny dampstains; mild
soiling to original cloth, some light wear especially to spine ends. An attractive
and desirable unrestored copy, far better than often seen.

“Melville took on the whole world, saw it all in a vision,
and risked everything in prose that sings.”—Ken Kesey
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Audubon’s Birds Of America, Royal Octavo Edition With 500 Hand-Colored Plates:
“One Of The Finest Ornithological Works Ever Printed”
3. AUDUBON, John James. The Birds of America from Drawings Made in the United States and Their Territories. New York, 185657. Seven volumes. Royal octavo, publisher’s full blind-stamped brown morocco. 
$70,000.
Second octavo edition, the first edition with fully colored backgrounds, containing 500 superb hand-colored plates.
One of the most spectacular series of ornithological prints ever produced and a landmark attempt to document the birds of North America.
The royal octavo edition, which Audubon referred to as the “petit edition,” contained new species of birds and plants not included in the folio
edition, with the birds grouped in an orderly scientific
manner. “The Birds of America exemplifies man’s ability to accomplish an almost impossible task through
sacrifice and persistence. Audubon set out to paint
and publish an example of every bird on the North
American continent… He was the first artist-naturalist to illustrate American birds, life-size, in natural
poses; the backgrounds, or habitats, are more natural
looking than those of his predecessors” (Handbook of
Audubon Prints, 17-18). “The most splendid book ever
produced in relation to America, and certainly one of
the finest ornithological works ever printed” (Great
Books and Book Collectors, 210-13). Without half titles
in Volumes IV through VII. With Volume III title page
dated 1857, as often. Grolier 45. Nissen IVB 52. Anker
19. Sabin 2364. Plates fine, hand-coloring vivid and
fresh, some foxing to text, as often, handsome full
publisher’s morocco bindings with expert restoration
to extremities. A beautiful copy.
7
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“Shakespeare’s Storehouse Of Classical Learning”: 1595 Folio Second Edition In English Of
Plutarch’s Lives, Translated By North, A Major Shakespeare Source
4. (PLUTARCH) NORTH, Thomas, translator. The Lives of the Noble Grecians and Romanes. London,
1595. Folio (9 by 13 inches), 18th-century full brown speckled calf. 
$19,500.
Second edition in English of Plutarch’s Lives, translated by Thomas North—a major source for Shakespeare, and
the specific edition that scholars have argued he was most likely to have consulted—with woodcut medallion
portraits within ornamental borders at the head of each Life, as well as woodcut initials, head and tailpieces.
“During Plutarch’s lifetime 11 Roman emperors came and went. The vicissitudes of the great must have suggested his peculiar moralistic method of comparing similar lives, a method which gave this work a scope
greater than that of a mere collection of biographical facts…. The Lives are works of great learning and research” (PMM 48). “[I]t is as Shakespeare’s storehouse of classical learning that it presents itself in its most
interesting aspect. To it… we owe the existence of the plays of Julius Caesar, Coriolanus, and Antony and
Cleopatra, while A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Pericles, and Timon of Athens are all indebted to it” (DNB).
Four editions of North’s translation were published during Shakespeare’s life, though the 1612 fourth edition
appeared after Shakespeare had written the historical plays based on Plutarch. So which of the first three
editions—1579, 1595, 1603—did Shakespeare consult? “The case presented by F.A. Leo for the second edition,
1595, is more convincing. In fact, one might consider his case as proved… However, it is entirely probable
that Shakespeare used more than one edition” (Pforzheimer 801). There are two issues of the imprint, one
for publisher Thomas Wight (as in this copy). Without initial blank. STC 20067. Early owner ink signature
on title page. Title page reinforced on verso, marginal repair to lower corner of leaf *2. Text generally clean,
expert repairs to joints, spine ends and corners. A very handsome copy.
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Stunning Set Of Theodore
Roosevelt’s Complete Writings,
With One Volume Boldly Signed By
Roosevelt And Co-Author Henry Cabot
Lodge, In Full Morocco Gilt
5. ROOSEVELT, Theodore. Complete Writings. Philadelphia, 1902-03. Twentytwo volumes. Octavo, original full navy morocco gilt. 
$18,000.
“Edition de Luxe” of the writings of the adventurous 26th president of the United
States, one of 500 sets, with 90 engraved plates and photogravures, in beautiful
publisher’s deluxe full morocco-gilt. This set boldly signed by Theodore Roosevelt
and his co-author Henry Cabot Lodge, dated by each “Feb. 8th, 1909.”
Includes Roosevelt’s histories, biographies, essays and hunting stories published
up to the year 1903, including the important The Rough Riders and The Winning of
the West. While a student at Harvard, Roosevelt “published (with a friend) a paper of professional quality on birds of the Adirondacks and wrote a senior thesis
that called for limited voting rights for women and their ‘most absolute equality’
in marriage. He also wrote the first two chapters of The Naval War of 1812 (1882), a
work of meticulous scholarship acclaimed in British and American naval circles
alike… He possessed the gift of words, though he limited their flow with difficulty; and even when he was moralizing, his force and imagery made him unfailingly interesting” (ANB). There were 26 lettered sets of The Complete Writings that
were issued signed by Roosevelt and the publisher on a limitation leaf; this set
was one of 500 issued unsigned, then signed at a later date by both Roosevelt and
Lodge in the volume that they co-authored, Hero Tales from American History.
Bookplate. Fine condition. A beautiful set.
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“To Pauline Pan, A Great Peter”: The Highly Prized
Peter Pan In Kensington Gardens, Illustrated And Signed By Arthur Rackham,
A Superb Presentation/Association Copy Inscribed By J.M. Barrie To Pauline Chase,
Who Played Peter Pan In The Play’s Original London Production
5. (RACKHAM, Arthur) BARRIE, J.M. Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens. London, 1906. Quarto, early half
vellum gilt. Housed in a gilt, custom clamshell box. 
$26,000.
Signed limited first separate edition, one of only 500 copies signed by Rackham, with 50 mounted color illustrations. A superb association copy, inscribed to Pauline Chase, who played Peter Pan in the original London
production of the play: “To Pauline Pan, a great Peter, from a grateful JMB.”
Peter Pan wasn’t always the boy from Never Land who lost his shadow and fought Captain Hook. The character’s first name “came from Peter Llewelyn Davies, who when still a baby became the subject of stories told by
Barrie to [Peter’s older brothers]. According to these stories Peter, like all babies, had once been a bird and could
still fly out of his nursery window and back to Kensington Gardens, because
his mother had forgotten to weigh him at birth. From these stories came
‘Peter Pan’ chapters in The Little White Bird [published 1902], afterwards
“It is my belief that Peter Pan is a great the
re-issued with Arthur Rackham illustrations as Peter Pan in Kensington
and refining and uplifting benefaction to Gardens” (Carpenter, 177). “The 50 color plates were unanimously praised
by all who saw them” (Dalby, 76-77). Rackham’s “acknowledged masterthis sordid and money-mad age.”
piece… The glimpses he provides of stylized London reality effectively set off
the fairy life that exists in unsuspected conjunction with it, and he captures
—Mark Twain
the loveliness of the Gardens themselves with masterly skill” (Ray, 204,
206). This copy is inscribed by Barrie to actress Pauline Chase. When the
play premiered in London in 1904, Chase played one of the Lost Boys; she graduated to the role of Peter Pan in
1906, having been chosen for the part by Barrie himself, along with producer Charles Frohman. After Peter Pan,
Chase retired from the stage in 1913, making only one appearance after that, in a silent film written by Barrie.
Plates fine, text with just a bit of occasional faint foxing, binding lovely.
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One Of The Greatest Lithographic Works Ever Printed:
Beautiful Copy Of Roberts’ Holy Land, Egypt And Nubia
6.
ROBERTS, David. The Holy Land, Syria, Idumea,
Arabia, Egypt, & Nubia. London, 1855-56. Six volumes in
two. Quarto, contemporary full brown morocco gilt rebacked
with original spines laid down. 
$18,000.
First quarto edition of this monumental early visual record of
the Middle East by the first Westerner permitted to enter sacred sites, with 250 magnificent tinted lithographs.
Inquisitive Western minds first glimpsed the mysteries of
Egypt and the Middle East in detail through David Roberts’
folio-sized Holy Land, issued in 41 parts from 1842 to 1849 and
containing 250 full-page, hand-colored lithographs produced
from his magnificent, on-site drawings. “Roberts’ Holy Land
has a world-wide reputation; nothing of a similar character
has ever been produced that can bear a
comparison with it”
“Roberts’s Holy Land was
(Ran, 6). This is the
first quarto edition of one of the most important
1855-56, containing all
and elaborate ventures
250 lithographic plates
contained in the folio
of nineteenth-century
edition, including a
publishing.”—Abbey
frontispiece portrait of
Roberts, six pictorial
title pages, and two engraved maps. Undoubtedly the most
famous of these is Plate 240, the Great Sphinx. An exceptional
copy in fine condition, beautifully bound.
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Splendid Large Illuminated Leaf From A Late 15th-Century Dutch Book Of Hours,
Featuring Four Beautiful Hand-Colored Marian-Themed Miniatures
7. (ILLUMINATED LEAF). Illuminated Leaf from a Book of Hours. Southern Netherlands, late 15th-century. Single vellum leaf (5-1/2
by 7 inches), illuminated in gold and colored inks; matted and window framed, entire piece measures 11-1/2 by 13-1/2 inches. $15,500.
Beautiful illuminated leaf from a 15th-century Dutch Book of Hours, featuring four splendid miniatures depicting the Annunciation, as
well as rare subjects including the Tree of Jesse (the lineage of Christ), Mary at the Loom, and the Marriage of the Virgin and Joseph,
attractively framed.
This Book of Hours was likely a wedding present—as many were—particularly due to the presence of the Marriage of Mary and Joseph.
The quality of this leaf indicates a purchaser with both taste and means. A few tiny chips to paint not affecting overall presentation. A
most exceptional illuminated leaf.

Sumptuously Bound And Illustrated Set Of Horace’s Odes And Epodes,
With Etchings Pencil-Signed By Howard Pyle And Others
8. HORACE. Odes and Epodes. Boston, 1901-04. Eight volumes bound as ten. Octavo, contemporary full blue morocco gilt. 
$6800.
Limited illustrated edition, one of 467 sets, with title page decoration by
Howard Pyle and 12 double-suite etchings by W.H.W. Bicknell, James Fagan
and Edmund H. Garrett, signed in pencil by the respective artist on one impression, including a Bicknell etching after a Pyle painting, signed in pencil
by Pyle, beautifully bound and in fine condition.
Latin text edited by Clement Lawrence Smith of Harvard University, who also
provides a life of the Roman poet. Translations are provided as “versions,
paraphrases and explanatory notes by eminent scholars, statesmen and poets.” Each poem is additionally decorated with numerous woodcut vignettes,
borders and ornamented capitals. Volume VII, Bibliography, includes 21 facsimiles of title pages of editions of Horace. Volume II, Part II and Volume IV,
Part II issued without the limitation page or Pyle title page. Volume VII also
without limitation page. A splendid illustrated set, beautifully bound and in
fine condition.
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“Among The True High Points Of Man’s Efforts To Bring Reason And Dignity To His World”
9.
PLATO. The Republic of Plato. Glasgow, 1763. Small thick quarto, period-style full brown tree calf gilt.
$22,000.
First edition in English of the greatest of Plato’s dialogues, printed at the Foulis Press, one of a scant number of
large-paper copies published by Glasgow’s renowned Foulis brothers, uncut and beautifully bound.
The Republic, Plato’s extended dialogue on justice and the nature of the ideal
state, is a cornerstone of Western philosophy and politics, including the allegory of the cave in Book VII, one of the most powerful descriptions of the
“The safest general
human condition in all of literature. “Of all Plato’s works, this is perhaps the
most important and widely read. Ranging from a discussion of the ‘Good’ to an
characterization of the
examination of the nature of the State, it remains among the true high points
European philosophical
of man’s efforts to bring reason and dignity to his world” (Jenkins 404). This,
the first edition in English, is “a very faithful translation… containing not only
tradition is that it consists of a
a general epitome of the Republic of Plato, but an accurate delineation of the
characters, manners, and philosophy of the ancient Greeks” (Lowndes, 1878).
series of footnotes to Plato.”
“Plato’s central conception of a universe of ideas, Perfect Types, of which material objects are imperfect forms, and his ethical code based on action according
—Alfred North Whitehead
to human nature, developed by education, which represents the authority of
the State, fitted in as well with the philosophical, religious and political thought of western Europe in the 15th
century, striving to free itself from the shackles of scholasticism” (PMM 27). “The Republic is the model for all
ideal commonwealths, e.g. More’s Utopia [and] Bacon’s New Atlantis” (Harris, 115). A fine, beautiful, uncut copy.
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“All The Glories Of The Reign Of Elizabeth I” (PMM):
First Edition Of Raleigh’s History Of The World, 1614, With Eight
Engraved Maps And Plans, In Beautiful Contemporary Calf-Gilt
10. RALEIGH, Walter. The History of the World. London, 1614. Thick folio,
contemporary full dark brown calf gilt rebacked with original spine laid down.
$22,000.
First edition, first issue, of Sir Walter Raleigh’s ambitious world history, illustrated
with beautiful engraved allegorical frontispiece and eight double-page engraved
maps and plans, in nicely restored contemporary calf-gilt.
“Both in time and in merit, [Raleigh] belongs among the first writers of impassioned English prose” (Baugh, et al., 625). The success of his History “can perhaps
be explained by the very fact that it is not a work of history in the academic sense
but a political tract of immediate applicability… He was among the first Englishmen
to envisage clearly that the Americas should be the principal goal of English overseas
expansion” (PMM 117). Raleigh intended
to publish the history in three parts, but
completed only the first volume, begin“Sir Walter Raleigh’s most
ning with the Creation and ended at 130
important prose work.”
B.C. With ornamental woodcut initials,
head- and tailpieces. First issue, with
—Royal Collection Trust
uncorrected errata and blank leaf [3K4]
(pages [653-4]) at end of Book II. Without
final blank [7C6]. STC 20637. Armitage 38. Brushfield 223A. Pforzheimer 820.
Bookplates, including the armorial bookplate of E. Hubert Litchfield, noted book
collector and hunter of African big game. Old dealer descriptions. Faint dampstain
affecting lower margin of several leaves, just touching image of a few plates only,
expert restoration to extremities of contemporary calf. An extraordinary copy of
one of the most important books of the Elizabethan age, with fine provenance.
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Exceedingly Rare Association First Edition,
First Issue, Of King Kong, 1932,
Inscribed By Fay Wray
11.
(WRAY, Fay) LOVELACE, Delos W. King
Kong. Conceived by Edgar Wallace and Merian
C. Cooper. Illustrated with Scenes from the
Radio Picture. New York, 1932. Octavo, original
green cloth, dust jacket, 
$17,000.
First edition, first issue, presentation copy, of the
novelization of King Kong, a stunning association
copy boldly inscribed: “For Pete Begaslawski, Fay
Wray.” Published months before the film’s premiere, an exceptional copy in colorful first issue
dust jacket.
King Kong introduced “one of the best-known
characters ever produced by the Hollywood cinema” (Erb, 1). The RKO film went into production
before a script was in place and was in production for over a year. This first edition of King Kong
was published December 27, 1932, just over three
months before the film made its premiere in March
1933 at the RKO Roxy and Radio City Music Hall,
“then the largest movie house in the world” (Erb,
23-38). First-issue dust jacket, with “by” twice on
front panel; verso with publisher’s printed list
of titles. The stunning dust jacket was painted
by prolific pulp and movie publicity artist Glenn
Cravath. Anatomy of Wonder II-681. Fantasy and
Horror 5-190. Fay Wray’s now-iconic performance
in the film led to many other roles for the actress,
“but she was always aware that she would be remembered for the culmination of King Kong, in
which the giant ape from Skull Island carries her
to the top of the Empire State Building” (New York
Times). “Wray was lured into the film by the co-director Merian Cooper’s promise that she would
star opposite ‘the tallest, darkest leading man in
Hollywood.’ Her performance became the stuff of
movie legend” (Guardian). Book fine, inscription
bold and crisp; expert archival restoration to very
colorful dust jacket.

“Ladies and gentlemen,
look at Kong, the Eighth
Wonder of the World.”
16

“After All, Tomorrow Is Another Day”: First Edition, A Splendid Copy
12. MITCHELL, Margaret. Gone with the Wind. New York, 1936. Thick octavo, original gray cloth, dust jacket.
$12,800.
Beautiful first edition, first printing, of Mitchell’s “sweeping rendition of a South torn apart,” one of the 20th
century’s most phenomenally popular novels.
“This is beyond doubt one of the most remarkable first novels produced by an American writer. It is also
one of the best… It has been a long while since the American public has been offered such a bounteous
feast of excellent story-telling” (New York Times Book Review, 1936). Said to be the fastest selling novel
in the history of American publishing (50,000 copies in a single day), Gone with the Wind won Mitchell
the Pulitzer Prize. “Mitchell’s sweeping rendition of a South torn
apart by civil war… has become national mythology” (New York
Public Library, Books of the Century, 111). First printing, with
“It was all the purest insanity.
“Published May, 1936” on the copyright page and no mention of
But it’s in one’s blood. Southerners
other printings. First-issue dust jacket, with Gone with the Wind
in second column of titles on rear panel. Books of the Century,
can never resist a losing cause.”
111. Eicher 730. In Tall Cotton 125. Book fine, beautiful dust jacket
with one short closed tear to back flap. A stunning copy.
17

Selected Items

“How Craftily And Dangerously The Devill Tempteth
And Seizeth On Poore Soules”: Davenport’s The Witches
Of Huntingdon, Exceptionally Rare 1646 First Edition,
Beautifully Bound
13.
(WITCHCRAFT) DAVENPORT, John. The Witches of
Huntingdon, Their Examinations and Confessions; Exactly
Taken by His Majesties Justices of Peace for that County.
London, 1646. Small quarto, early 20th-century full brown
morocco gilt. 
$15,000.
First edition of this very scarce collection of confessions and testimony given during the East Anglia Witch Hunt of 1644-47, during
which self-appointed “Witchfinder General” Matthew Hopkins
tried and hanged approximately 300 people, mostly women—
more than had been executed for witchcraft in the previous 100
years. Beautifully bound in full morocco-gilt by Riviere & Son.
The 14 interviews recorded here contain both confessions of accused witches and testimony of witnesses against them, all taken
down between March 31 and May 2, 1646; the Huntingdon witches
were executed in May. The proceedings were recorded firsthand
by John Davenport, an employee of Justice of the Peace Sir Robert
Bernard, one of the magistrates who presided over the trials. It is
interesting that at the end of this work, Davenport recommends

“She saith… there appeared three
Spirits [who] said, you must forsake
God and Christ, and goe with me, and
take those spirits for your Gods…”
“Select Cases of Conscience Touching Witches and Witchcrafts,”
the work of Matthew Hopkins’ most vociferous opponent, John
Gaule, vicar of Great Staughton, whose denunciation of Hopkins’
dubious methods helped bring the witch-hunts to an end. Selfproclaimed “Witchfinder General” Matthew Hopkins “was assisted by the Government of the Interregnum, which took witchcraft
as seriously in theory and more seriously in practice than the
Stuarts; and until it was forbidden he made a habit of ‘swimming’
witches, though he claimed that he only did so when they themselves desired it. Local authorities were very grateful to him...
He was, however not a continuous success; there grew up some
feeling against him, and he was compelled to defend himself in
a pamphlet” (Williams, Witchcraft, 188). Faint dampstain to first
half of text, beautifully bound. Extraordinarily rare and desirable,
the only copy we have seen.
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“In The Commonwealth Of Pyrates, He Who Goes The Greatest Length Of Wickedness,
Is Looked Upon With A Kind Of Envy Amongst Them”: A General History Of The Lives And Adventures
Of The Most Famous Highwaymen, Murderers, Street-Robbers, &C, 1736, With 26 Folio Copperplate Engravings
14. JOHNSON, Charles. A General History of the Lives and Adventures
of the Most Famous Highwaymen, Murderers, Street-Robbers... To
Which Is added, A Genuine Account of the Voyages and Plunders of
the Most Noted Pyrates. Interspersed with diverting Tales, and pleasant Songs. London, 1736. Folio (9-1/2 by 14 inches), early 20th-century full
brown morocco gilt. 
$16,800.
Second—and often preferred—edition of this scarce pirate history, with frontispiece and 25 copper-engraved plates, wonderfully bound by Zaehnsdorf in
full morocco with gilt skull motifs.
In 1724, Daniel Defoe, using the pseudonym Charles Johnson, published A
General History of the Robberies and Murderers of the Most Notorious Pyrates.
Beginning with this publication and continuing even to the present day, a
number of pirate books have appeared under the name of the fictitious
Captain Charles Johnson. Although related in part to Defoe’s History, this
work is largely based on Captain Alexander Smith’s 1714 The History of the
Lives of the Most Noted Highway-men: according to Gosse, “Johnson took this
and to it added a number of his pirates” (Gosse, My Pirate Library, 49). The
section on pirates includes chapters on Avery, Martel, Blackbeard, Bonnet,
England, Vane, Rackam, Mary Read, Anne Bonny, Davis, Roberts and Morgan.
The first edition was published in 1734 with a different title. “Very scarce and
seldom found in good condition” (Sabin 36194). Bookplate of Sir David Lionel
Salomons. Plates and text fine, title page with closed tear expertly repaired
inner hinges expertly reinforced, striking binding with minor toning to spine,
small mark to front board. Quite rare.
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With An 1803 Manuscript Letter Signed In Receipt By Napoleon: First Edition Of Bussey’s
History Of Napoleon, Richly Extra-Illustrated With Nearly 200 Additional Engravings
15. (NAPOLEON) BUSSEY, George Moir. History of Napoleon. London, 1840. Two volumes extended to
four. Large octavo, early 20th-century three-quarter red morocco gilt. 
$16,000.
First edition of Bussey’s excellent biography of Napoleon, with frontispiece and numerous in-text wood-engraved illustrations by Horace Vernet—this copy richly extra-illustrated, expanded from two to four volumes
with the insertion of 187 fine engravings (portraits, views, and scenes), many on india paper, and with a
manuscript letter signed in receipt by Napoleon bound into Volume I. Handsomely bound in morocco-gilt by
William Hill of Chicago.
A highly readable record of Napoleon’s personal life and military career, with a preliminary sketch of the
French Revolution. Bussey aims “to review the Life of Napoleon as a whole; not only in its chivalric details,
but as to its influence upon the state and prospects of Europe, and the progress of civilization throughout the
world” (Preface). The manuscript letter bound into Volume I is from Captain General DeCaen to Napoleon,
dated “10 Ventose an 11 de la Republique” (i.e., March 1, 1803), on DeCaen’s printed stationery, three pages
on two leaves, and signed “Bonaparte” in acknowledgement of receipt by soon-to-be-Emperor Napoleon.
DeCaen, a prominent military leader of the French Republic, wrote this letter just before he left Brest for
Pondicherry to serve as governor of the French presence on the Indian island. He writes to thank the First
Consul, having previously feared that his transfer to the remote Indian island was a sign of disfavor. Lowndes,
1649. Bookplates, including an Aldis armorial bookplate designed by Ralph Fletcher Seymour. Interiors clean
and fine, letter with folds and some later penciled markings, Napoleon’s “Bonaparte” signature clear and
bold, minor restoration to extremities of handsome morocco-gilt bindings. A richly extra-illustrated copy,
most desirable with a letter signed by Napoleon as First Consul.
20

“Washington
and Bonaparte
emerged from
the womb of
democracy: both
of them born to
liberty, the former
remained faithful
to her, the latter
betrayed her.”
—Chateaubriand

Edward Orme’s Dramatic Collection Of 40 Superb HandColored Aquatints Illustrating Events Of The Napoleonic Wars
16. (NAPOLEON) ORME, Edward, editor. Historic, Military and
Naval Anecdotes of Personal Valour… in the Last Long-Contested
War, Terminating with the Battle of Waterloo. London, circa
1835. Folio (11-1/2 by 14-1/2 inches), contemporary three-quarter
straight-grain red morocco. 
$7800.
First edition, second issue, of this vivid visual documentation of notable British victories, with 40 beautifully hand-colored aquatints,
including extraordinary views of the Battle of Waterloo, Napoleon’s
Russian campaign and the Battle of Trafalgar. Attractively bound.
“The victory of Waterloo, obtained by the Duke of Wellington…
is beyond a doubt one of the most glorious ever achieved by this,
or any other country.” Beautifully illustrated, this is “a handsome
volume containing 40 colored aquatints, chiefly by Dubourg after
Atkinson, Manskirsch, Clark and others,” including the work of
“William Heath, an ex-Captain of Dragoons, who made many of
the original drawings”(Prideaux, 224, 305). First published in 1819.
This is a second-issue copy with second-issue title page; plates
watermarked 1835. Abbey, Life 376. Publisher’s printed paper label
retained. Plates and text generally fine, with vivid hand-coloring,
corners gently bumped. An excellent uncut copy.
21
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Beautiful, Very Large (Antiphonal-Sized) 16th-Century German Illuminated Painting Of The Virgin Mary And Child
17. ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPT. Illuminated Painting of the Virgin Mary. Germany, 16th century. One vellum leaf, image measures
10-1/4 by 17 inches; leaf measures 14 by 20-1/2 inches; matted and framed, entire piece measures 20 by 26 inches. 
$22,000.
Splendid and very large—antiphonal-sized, though not from an antiphonal—16th-century hand-painted illuminated portrait of the Virgin
Mary praying over Jesus as a baby, handsomely framed.
This vellum leaf from a 16th-century German manuscript presents a richly hand-painted portrait of the Virgin Mary and Child, in vibrant
hues of red, blue, gold and green, with gold and green acanthus leaves in the corners. A splendid and very large folio or even antiphonal-sized image. A bit of the paint in the corners and along the lower edge has lifted, a bit of expected wrinkling to vellum, central image of
the Virgin and Child clean and fine, coloring vivid. A beautiful and exceptionally large framed illuminated portrait in excellent condition.

“This Book Belonged To The Prince Of Wales, Afterwards George The 4th, And Was A Present
From His Father”: 1762 Cambridge Book Of Common Prayer, In Royal Armorial Gilt Binding
18. BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. The Book of Common Prayer, And Administration of the Sacraments.
Cambridge, 1762. Folio (17 by 11 inches), contemporary full brown morocco gilt rebacked with original
spine panels laid down. 
$12,000.
Cambridge 1762 folio edition of the Book of Common Prayer—the magisterial treasury of ritual, prayer and
Scripture that has indelibly shaped the piety and literature of the English-speaking world—in royal armorial
binding featuring King George III’s coat-of-arms as a gilt centerpiece on both covers and his royal cipher on
the spine, with an early manuscript notation describing the book as a gift from King George III to his young
son, later King George IV.
Born of Thomas Cranmer’s desire for liturgical texts upon which all of Europe’s
“Read, mark, learn, and
Protestant, English-speaking churches could agree, the beautifully elevated language of the Book of Common Prayer, first issued in 1549, has served “as a source
inwardly digest.”
of spiritual inspiration… for most Englishmen second only to the Bible” (PMM
75). Printed in black and red, ruled in red throughout. Old annotation to first
blank leaf reading “This book belonged to the Prince of Wales, afterwards George the 4th, and was a present
from his father, on the anniversary of his birthday. 11 August 1783.” Light foxing to endpapers, text generally
fine, offsetting from old, laid-in silk ribbon markers to leaves in gatherings 2C, 2Z, closed tears to leaves [D4],
2C1, [2Y4]; occasional marginal chipping, expert restoration to board edges.
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“The Most Important Event… In The History Of Biological Science”:
First Edition Of Darwin’s Voyage On The H.M.S. Beagle, In Beautiful Contemporary Calf Boards
19.
DARWIN, Charles, FITZROY, Robert, and KING, Philip Barker. Narrative of the Surveying Voyages of His Majesty’s Ships
Adventure and Beagle. London, 1839. Four volumes. Octavo, contemporary full brown calf gilt expertly rebacked with original brown
morocco spine labels laid down. 
$48,000.
Exceptional first edition of the account of the most famous voyage in the history of biological science
and modern thought. Volume III is the first issue of Darwin’s Journal, his first published book, containing the observations and fieldwork that form the basis for On the Origin of Species, in beautiful
contemporary calf boards.
“The five years of the voyage were the most important event in Darwin’s intellectual life and in the history of biological science. Darwin sailed with no formal scientific training. He returned a hard-headed
man of science, knowing the importance of evidence, almost convinced that species had not always
been as they were since the creation but had undergone change… The experiences of his five years in the
Beagle, how he dealt with them, and what they led to, built up into a process of epoch-making importance in the history of thought” (DSB). Darwin’s Journal, “his first published book, is undoubtedly the
most often read and stands second only to On the Origin of Species as the most often printed” (Freeman,
31). It is “one of the most interesting records of natural history exploration ever written and is one of the
most important, for it was on this voyage that Darwin prepared for his lifework, ultimately leading to
The Origin of Species” (Hill I:104-05). Complete with 44 plates, four inserted charts and maps, and eight
folding maps. (Folding charts and maps, originally issued loose, have been bound into their respective volumes, at the rear.) Bound with
half titles. Bound without publisher’s advertisements. Freeman 10. Norman 584. Hill I:104-05. Sabin 37826. Faint pencil owner initials. A
few tiny tears at map stubs, only a few spots of foxing to bright, fresh interiors, contemporary boards handsome. A most exceptional copy.
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“Liberty And Equality For All Humanity”:
1792 First Edition Of Mary Wollstonecraft’s Landmark Vindication Of The Rights Of Woman
20. WOLLSTONECRAFT, Mary. A Vindication of the Rights of Woman. London, 1792. Octavo, period-style
full brown tree calf gilt. 
$19,500.
First edition of Wollstonecraft’s classic work on freedom, equality and education, with Volume I the only volume
published, handsomely bound.
“Wollstonecraft’s major work caused an outcry when it was published and is hailed as a cornerstone of feminism”
(Legacies of Genius 64). Vindication of the Rights of Woman was written in a “plain and direct style… It was a
rational plea for a rational basis to the relation between the sexes” (PMM 242). “She was the first woman to articulate publicly a request for women’s suffrage and coequal education… Although
Wollstonecraft is best known as a feminist thinker, her philosophies are not
limited to women’s issues… Wollstonecraft advocates liberty and equality for all
“I firmly believe there does not
humanity. Advancing arguments for political rights, she argues for the removal
exist her equal in the world.”
of traditional injustices of rank, property, class, and gender… Wollstonecraft adamantly asserts that education inculcating reason will eventually emancipate all
—William Godwin
humankind from all forms of servitude (political, sexual, religious, or economic)”
(Great Thinkers of the Western World, 322-327). Light foxing to text, mainly to
preliminaries, binding fine. A beautifully bound copy, scarce and desirable.
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“With Sincere Thanks For Being Both One Step Ahead Of Us And One Step Behind Us Throughout ‘Giant Step’”: Three
Rare Color Photographs Of The Apollo 11 Moon Landing, All Warmly Inscribed By Astronauts Neil Armstrong, Michael
Collins, And Buzz Aldrin To Elton Stepherson, Jr., Who Accompanied The Astronauts On Their Post-Flight World Tour
21. (NASA) ARMSTRONG, Neil, COLLINS, Michael, and ALDRIN, Buzz. Apollo 11 photograph archive. No place, circa 1969. Three
color photographs, measuring 13-3/4 by 11, 7 by 7-1/4, and 10-3/4 by 13-3/4 inches; matted and inscribed on the mat, the photographs
measure 20 by 16, 14 by 11, and 16 by 20 inches, respectively. 
$37,000.
Rare and lovely NASA-related archive, comprising three large color photographs of the Apollo 11 moon landing, warmly inscribed by astronauts Neil Armstrong (“To Elton—With sincere thanks for being both one step ahead of us and one step behind us throughout ‘Giant Step’—
Neil Armstrong Apollo 11”), Michael Collins (“To Elton—With Sincere Best Wishes and Giant Thanks from Apollo 11—Michael Collins”), and
Buzz Aldrin ([translated from the original French] “It was a great pleasure to have you tour with us during the Giant Step journey and to have
had you as an interpreter. Buzz Aldrin”) to Elton Stepherson, Jr., then a special assistant to the Area Director for the Near East and South Asia
with the U.S. Information Agency selected to accompany the astronauts on a World Tour following their successful mission.
“The Apollo 11 astronauts—Buzz Aldrin, Neil Armstrong, and Michael Collins—were a worldwide sensation… NASA and the Nixon White
House moved quickly to unleash the astronauts by sending them on a rock star-style world tour… The Apollo 11 world tour—nicknamed
‘Giant Leap’ by NASA—began September 29, 1969, in Mexico City… The ‘Giant Leap’ tour would be hectic, overwhelming, improvisational,
surprising” (Fast Company). All three of these images are spectacularly inscribed to Elton Stepherson, Jr., Special Assistant to the Area
Director for the Near East and South Asia with the U.S. Information Agency and one of the few people to accompany the astronauts on
their tour. Stepherson’s first Washington assignment, like the one that resulted in these inscriptions, found him working in conjunction
with NASA as USIA/NASA Liaison for the Mercury and Gemini manned space flight programs. Notably, he was one of the first African
Americans to work alongside NASA in a management capacity, making him a pioneer at the agency. The “Giant Step” tour was arguably
his most public achievement—he became one of the first African Americans to represent NASA’s programs, appearing all over the globe
with NASA’s famed astronauts. After the “Giant Step” tour, Stepherson became even more firmly aligned with NASA, lecturing on the
Apollo program internationally and exhibiting moon rocks, which earned him the nickname “The Rock Man” in Latin America. This
collection of inscribed photographs is unparalleled. Neil Armstrong’s inscription, in particular, is incredibly desirable. Armstrong once
told his biographer, James Hansen, that he never wrote his famous quote in any inscription. In fact, this is one of only two known copies
to have referenced it directly. Very nearly fine condition. Most rare.
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“A Perfect Combination Of Story And Pictures”: Rare First Edition Of The
Margery William Bianco’s Beloved The Velveteen Rabbit, Publisher’s Presentation Copy
22. BIANCO, Margery Williams. The Velveteen Rabbit, Or How Toys Become Real. London, 1922. Tall
octavo, original pictorial boards, dust jacket.
$20,500.
First edition, English issue (simultaneous with the American issue), of this beloved children’s classic, “one
of the first modern picture books, a perfect combination of story and pictures” (Mahony, 234), with seven beautiful color chromolithographs (three double-page) by William Nicholson, this copy blind-stamped
“Presentation Copy”.
“Margery Bianco’s first children’s book, The Velveteen Rabbit, was written while she was living in England…
Her own two children were young and at an age when toys meant much to them. She had vivid memories of
the toys she had loved as a child, and this thinking about toys and remembering toys suddenly brought them
to life. The Velveteen Rabbit introduced English artist, William Nicholson, to the field of children’s books”
(Meigs et al., 473). Nicholson’s work has been placed “in the front rank among picture-books of this century” (Marcus Crouch). The first English and American editions of The Velveteen Rabbit, both printed by
Whitefriars Press in Tonbridge and published simultaneously by Heinemann and Doran, are extremely rare.
With colophon that identifies the printer and states that the colored illustrations were done via lithography
by Vincent Brooks, Day & Son. Only the first printing of the book occurs with the chromolithographic plates as
originally drawn by Nicholson (contemporary reprints were photo-mechanically reduced). Book bright and
fine, fragile dust jacket with mild toning, soiling and a few tears with loss to a few letters only on spine panel.
A very lovely copy. Scarce and desirable.
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“You were
Real to the Boy…
because he
loved you.
Now you shall
be Real to
every one.”

“The First And Greatest Classic Of Modern Economic Thought”: Important Enlarged Second Edition
23. SMITH, Adam. An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations. London, 1778. Two
volumes. Quarto, period-style full speckled brown calf gilt. 
$35,000.
Rare second edition of Smith’s landmark work on the individual’s right to the free exercise of economic activity.
One of only 500 copies published in the same quarto format as the
first edition, this copy splendidly bound in full period-style calf-gilt.

An immediate success when first published in 1776 (an exceptional“The greatest of Scotchmen was the
ly rare edition today), Smith’s Wealth of Nations saw four additional
first economist, Adam Smith.”
editions during the author’s lifetime. “The historical importance
of the Wealth of Nations is surpassed by no other economic book…
—John Kenneth Galbraith
There is little in Jean-Baptiste Say, Robert Malthus, David Ricardo
and John Stuart Mill that is not, more or less directly, an elaboration
of Adam Smith” (Niehans, 62-72). This second edition, with a run of only 500 copies, amplifies the first with
factual corrections, new information and more extensive documentation. Text complete. Bound with cancels
in Volume I at pages 55 and 377, without final leaves in both volumes (a blank in Volume II, and most likely a
blank in Volume I as well) and without first leaf in signature A of Volume II. Goldsmith 11663. Text clean, superb
period-style calf-gilt bindings fine. A stunning copy.
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“The Unfolding Of A Mind Of Genius In Dialogue With Itself”: Very
Rare First Edition In English Of Montaigne’s Landmark Essayes, 1603
24.
MONTAIGNE, Michel Eyquem de. The Essayes or Morall, Politike and
Millitarie Discourses… Now done into English by… John Florio. London,
1603. Folio (7-1/2 by 11 inches), early 20th-century full mottled brown calf gilt
rebacked with original spine laid down; pp. (18), 664. 
$29,500.
First edition in English, translated by John Florio, and considered the most important Elizabethan translation of any contemporary text—its influence on
English writers and philosophers of the time, including Shakespeare, Bacon,
Milton, Hobbes and Locke, can hardly be overestimated. Handsomely bound in
full calf-gilt by Bayntun.
“Montaigne startles the common reader at each fresh encounter, if only because
he is unlike any preconception we bring to him. He can be interpreted as skeptic,
humanist, Catholic, Stoic, even Epicurean… His scope and capaciousness sometimes approach Shakespearean dimensions… Walt Whitman and Norman Mailer
are indirect descendants of Montaigne, even as Emerson and Nietzsche are his
direct progeny” (Bloom, Western Canon, 147-151). “Montaigne devised the essay
form in which to express his personal convictions and private meditations… He
finds a place in the present canon, however, chiefly for his consummate representation of the enlightened skepticism of the 16th century, to which Bacon,
Descartes, and Newton were to provide the answers in the next” (PMM 95).
“When I am attacked by gloomy
“The unfolding of a mind of genius in dialogue with itself and with the world, a
thoughts, nothing helps me so
Renaissance humanist speaking to all humanity” (Hollier, 250). The Essays were
first available in English in this esteemed Florio translation. Woodcut initials
much as running to my books.”
and headpieces throughout. Separate title pages for second and third books and
the rare leaf (¶1) of commendatory verses by Samuel Daniel, misbound between
leaf [A6] and [A7]; without leaf [¶2] of “errors and omissions”. Bound without the three unnumbered pages of errata and Qq4 (blank)
at the end of the text, seldom found. Without the pastedown correction slip over “towns” on page 1, line 25. Gap in pagination between
pages 484-487, as issued, text complete. STC 18041. Pforzheimer 378. Langland to Wither 102. Corners of first title page and A2 restored,
fore-margin of Ss6 restored, slightly affecting shoulder notes, light scattered foxing to a few leaves only, expert repair to front hinge, rear
hinge just tender but sound. A very good copy of this most influential work, beautifully bound.
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William Ireland’s Illustrated Life Of
Napoleon Bonaparte, With Splendid Folding
Hand-Colored Plates By Cruikshank,
Sumptuously Bound
25.
IRELAND, William H. Life of Napoleon
Bonaparte. London, 1828. Four volumes. Octavo,
early 20th-century full purple morocco gilt.  $8500.
First edition, second issue, of the first illustrated life of
Napoleon printed in England, with 27 folding engravings and aquatint plates (24 fully hand-colored) by
George Cruikshank, beautifully bound by Root & Son.
This lavish work, originally issued in parts, includes
views of battles, Napoleon’s marshals, portraits of
Napoleon in military and imperial attire, and a facsimile of his 1814 letter of abdication. The original
parts (Volumes I-III, 1823-27) were published under
Fairburn’s imprint; Volume IV (1828) was published
by Cumberland, who inset his engraved titles, all dated 1828. This set is the second (Cumberland) issue,
with the four 1828 Cumberland engraved title pages.
A beautiful set in fine condition.
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“A Total Reconstruction Of Sciences, Arts And
All Human Knowledge”: First Edition Of Francis Bacon’s
Advancement Of Learning, 1605, A Beautiful Copy
26. BACON, Francis. The Twoo Bookes of Francis Bacon. Of the proficience and
advancement of Learning, divine and humane. London, 1605. Small quarto, late
19th-century full crushed brown morocco gilt. 
$15,000.
First edition of the first part of the Baconian revolution, a splendid wide-margined copy
beautifully bound in full crushed morocco by Riviere & Son.
“Francis Bacon conceived a massive plan for the reorganization of scientific method
and gave purposeful thought to the relation of science to public and social life. His pronouncement ‘I have taken all knowledge to be my province’ is the motto of his work…
[Bacon’s] ambitious proposal was: ‘a total reconstruction of sciences, arts and all human
knowledge… to extend the power and dominion of the human race… over the universe’
The plan for this was to be set out in six parts,” only two of which were ever completed
(PMM 119). The Advancement of Learning, in which Bacon conducts a comprehensive
survey of human knowledge and learning, represents the first part. It was followed 15
years later by Instauratio Magna [Novum Organum], in which he details his new scientific method. The Advancement of Learning is the only work Bacon ever published in
English. “Intrinsically an important book” (Pforzheimer 36). An expanded and latinized
version [De augmentis scientiarum] appeared in 1623. Without final blank and two added
leaves of errata (present in “very few copies” only). ESTC S100507. Norman 97. Very faint
occasional early marginalia. A fine copy of this landmark work.
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“A Powerful Influence On The Framers Of The Constitution”:
First Edition Of Hobbes’ Landmark Leviathan, 1651
27.
HOBBES, Thomas. Leviathan, or, The Matter, Forme, &
Power of a Common-wealth Ecclesiasticall and Civill. London,
1651. Small folio (7-1/2 by 11 inches), early full brown calf rebacked.
$9800.
First edition, second issue, of one of the most controversial and important tracts ever written in political philosophy—“a model of vigorous exposition, unsurpassed in the language” (Pforzheimer)—and a
major influence on the framers of the American Constitution.
“Few books have caused more or fiercer controversy… The most
profound materialistic system of modern times” (Rosenbach 36:345).
Hobbes concluded that an individual should, unless his life is threatened, submit to the State. Later emphasis on individual rights led to
a decline in Hobbes’ influence, but utilitarianism’s growth led to his
reassessment as “the most original political philosopher of his time”
(PMM 138). Hobbes “had a powerful influence on the framers of the
Constitution” (Lutz & Warden, 38). Second issue, with “bear” (rather
than “head”) ornament. Wing H2246. Contemporary owner signature of James Webster on title page. Early ink notations. Scattered
light foxing and soiling to text, early full calf boards expertly restored.

“The First Trustworthy And Fully Informed
History Of The Crusades”
28. (CRUSADES) VILLEHARDOUIN, Geoffroy de. Histoire de
l’Empire de Constantinople sous les Empereurs François.
Paris, 1657. Three parts in one volume. Tall folio (10-1/2 by 15
inches), contemporary full mottled dark brown calf rebacked.
$5200.
First collected edition of this immensely influential first authoritative history of the Crusades, by a leader of the Fourth Crusade
whose Histoire “initiated the great series of histories that so distinguishes medieval French literature.”
“The first trustworthy and fully informed history of the Crusades,
Villehardouin’s Histoire [aka Conquest of Constantinople] describes the era of the Fourth Crusade, the period between 1199 and
1207, during which a planned battle with Muslim forces ironically
culminated in war against Eastern Christians that led to the sacking of Constantinople” (Marzials, Conquest of Constantinople).
The original and modern French versions of Villehardouin’s
chronicle are printed in parallel columns. With wood-engraved
royal arms on title pages, historiated initials, engraved ornamental head- and tailpieces. Text in French. Brunet V:1238-1239. Ink
annotations to half title and title page in a neat early hand. Text
generally clean, expert restoration to extremities of contemporary
calf covers. An excellent copy of this impressive folio volume.
33

History, Thought & Science

First Edition Of Newton’s Chronology, 1728,
With Three Folding Plates Of Solomon’s
Temple, Very Scarce Large-Paper Copy In
Beautiful Contemporary Morocco-Gilt
29. NEWTON, Isaac. The Chronology of Ancient
Kingdoms Amended. London, 1728. Quarto, contemporary full crimson morocco gilt. 
$6500.
First edition, scarce large-paper issue, of Newton’s
posthumously published, intriguing revision of accepted chronologies, based largely on mythology and
Ptolemaic astronomy, illustrated with three engraved
folding plates depicting Solomon’s Temple, especially scarce in beautiful contemporary morocco-gilt.
The Chronology remains valuable as an exemplar
of 17th-century historians’ conviction “that by analyzing the records of prehistory they could delineate patterns useful in comprehending actions in
the present… [anticipating] the definition of the
discipline we think of as anthropology” (Knoespel,
Eighteenth Century 30:3; 20, 39). With lovely engraved headpiece and initial by Fourdrinier on dedication page, as well as three
engraved folding plates of Solomon’s Temple. Gray 309. Interior clean, light expert restoration to extremities, a few light rubs to front joint. A scarce large-paper
copy, most desirable in beautiful contemporary morocco-gilt.

Blackstone’s Commentaries
30.
BLACKSTONE, William. Commentaries on
the Laws of England. Oxford, 1766-69. Four volumes. Quarto, 18th-century full diced brown calf
rebacked. 
$6000.
Mixed first and second edition set (second edition
of Volumes I and II, first edition of Volumes III and
IV) of Blackstone’s landmark Commentaries, arguably the single most important legal work in AngloAmerican history.
One of the greatest achievements in legal history,
Blackstone’s Commentaries of the Laws of England
was instrumental in both defining the English constitution and establishing common law as the basis of
the American legal system. “The Commentaries are
not only a statement of the law of Blackstone’s day,
but the best history of English law as a whole which
had yet appeared” (NYU, 34). With engraved Table
of Consanguinity and folding Table of Descents in
Volume II. Volumes I and II are one (Vol I.) and two
(Vol. II) years after the first editions of 1765 and 1766.
Sweet & Maxwell, 27. Occasional ink marginalia in
an early hand (Volume III). Infrequent faint foxing,
occasional faint marginal dampstain, expert restoration to corners. A handsome set.
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“One Of The Most Brilliant
Of All Polemics” (PMM)
31.
BURKE, Edmund. Reflections on the
Revolution in France, And on the Proceedings in
Certain Societies in London Relative to that Event.
London, 1790. Octavo, period-style three-quarter
polished brown calf. 
$6500.
First edition of Burke’s important and controversial attack on the French Revolution, the work that precipitated Thomas Paine’s Rights of Man, handsomely bound.
“The effect of the Reflections was extraordinary. It
created a reaction against the revolution… Abroad
the Reflections created no less stir than at home, and
Burke received the compliments of different foreign
sovereigns” (DNB). Burke’s “attack on the French
Revolution… infuriated Paine, who was chagrined
by these statements coming from his former friend,
the great liberal. He rushed into print with his even
more celebrated answer, The Rights of Man” (GimbelYale 58-59). Press figures and catchwords correspond
with Todd “a” impression. Todd 53a. Grolier 100 63.
Interior very fresh with only tiny closed tear to title
page not affecting text. A splendid near-fine copy.

Scarce First Edition Of Churchill’s
Important Second Book, The River War
32.
CHURCHILL, Winston. The River War, An
Historical Account of the Reconquest of the
Soudan. London, 1899. Two volumes. Thick octavo,
modern three-quarter black morocco. 
$4500.
First edition, first printing, of Churchill’s scarce second book, one of only 2000 copies printed, handsomely bound.
Churchill served in the 21st Lancers during Lord
Kitchener’s campaign on the Upper Nile in the late
1890s and was a participant there in the last great
cavalry charge of the British Army. This account includes 34 maps, 20 of which are printed in color and
folding, and 58 illustrations. The maps and plans
include various sections of the Nile, the Dervish
Empire, etc. First printing, second state, with the
final quotation mark after the words LONDON
GAZETTE on page 459 of Volume II. Cohen A2.1.b.
Woods A2(a). Langworth, 27-30. Unobtrusive library ink stamps on title pages and plates. Half title
and frontispiece in Volume I rehinged. A handsome
copy in about-fine condition.
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“I used to say of him that his presence on the field
made the difference of 40,000 men.”
—1st Duke of Wellington

Mudford’s Waterloo, Splendid 1817 First Edition,
With 28 Extraordinarily Beautiful Hand-Colored Aquatint Plates,
Including A Double-Page Plate Of The Battle
33.
(NAPOLEON) MUDFORD, William. An Historical Account of the
Campaign in the Netherlands, in 1815, under His Grace the Duke of
Wellington, and Marshal Prince Blucher, Comprising the Battles of Ligny,
Quatre Bras, and Waterloo. London, 1817. Folio (11 by 13 inches), late
19th-century three-quarter crimson morocco rebacked with original spine
neatly laid down, custom slipcase. 
$11,000.
First edition of this beautifully illustrated history of the final battles against
Napoleon’s forces in the Netherlands, including his historic defeat at Waterloo,
with double-page plate depicting the raging battle of Waterloo, engraved extra
title page, a large folding map, a double-page map, and 26 full-page plates, all
save the maps aquatint engravings with vivid hand-coloring, handsomely bound
by Riviere & Son.
Mudford’s work chronicles in detail and unabashedly celebrates the fall of
Napoleon and the victory of the Allied forces. “In this volume [Mudford] received
assistance from the Duke of Wellington, to whom it was dedicated” (DNB). The
frontispiece, engraved title, double-page engraving of the battle, and the “Flight
of Bonaparte” were all drawn by George Cruikshank. The remaining plates were
made after paintings by James Rouse. This copy with the plate “Portraits of the
General Officers” (bound as frontispiece in this copy) instead of the “Waterloo,
in Memory of the Heroic Deeds of Shaw,” no priority. Tooley 336. Plates with
captions provided in pencil by a previous owner. Light marginal foxing to text,
folding map backed with linen, plates clean and fine, coloring vivid. A handsome
copy in excellent condition.
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Sloane’s Illustrated Life Of Napoleon,
Handsomely Bound
34. (NAPOLEON) SLOANE, William Milligan. Life
of Napoleon Bonaparte. New York, 1896. Four
volumes. Folio (9 by 12 inches), contemporary
three-quarter red morocco gilt. 
$4000.
First edition of Sloane’s monumental
account of Napoleon’s personal and
military life, with over 300 illustrations,
portraits and maps, many in color.
Historian William Sloane was professor
of history at Princeton University and
president of the American Historical
Association. “Of Sloane’s writings, that
which attracted the most attention was
his Life of Napoleon Bonaparte. It was
published originally in the form of a serial in the Century Magazine, beginning
in November 1894, enlarged into four
massive volumes in 1896… The product
of many years of elaborate investigation, it was sumptuously illustrated
and composed” (DAB). Fine condition.

Letter Patent Signed By Napoleon In 1812
35.
NAPOLEON. Document signed. Paris,
December 30, 1812. One vellum leaf measuring 17
by 22-1/2 inches, printed on the recto and finished
by hand; framed, measures 25 by 28-1/2 inches.
$8500.
Large letter patent boldly signed by Napoleon
(“Np”) in 1812 renewing the military appointment of
Provençal soldier Jean-Joseph Dejoannier, assigned
to Jerome Bonaparte, King of Westphalia’s army.
This document, issued on December 30, 1812 at the
Tuileries Palace in Paris, states that Jean-Joseph
Dejoannier, a 42-year old Postal Director of the Army
of the King of Westphalia, born in Nice, may remain
in that position. Napoleon signed this document
in the aftermath of his humiliating retreat from
Moscow. Undeterred by the colossal failure of the
Russian invasion, Napoleon was already beginning
to rebuild his armies, and those of his satellites. Just
two weeks after authorizing this military appointment, on January 11, 1813, the French Senate would
approve the mobilization of 350,000 French troops.
Cosigned by Claude Ambroise Régnier, Duke of Massa as the Minister of Justice, and by the Interim Secretary of State Jean-Baptiste
de Nompere, Duke de Cadore. Text in French. Document near-fine, with light expected folds, a few slightly darkened edges, and one
manuscript line slightly rubbed, likely due to a contemporary correction. Napoleon’s signature bold.
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“One Of The Seminal Books Of The Modern World” (Lilly): Florence Nightingale’s Classic, Notes On Nursing,
With Two Fine Lengthy Autograph Letters Regarding Sanitation And Nursing In India Signed By Her
36. NIGHTINGALE, Florence. Notes on Nursing: What It Is, and What It Is Not. London, 1860. Octavo, original limp gilt-stamped
black cloth, custom clamshell box. 
$13,500.
First edition, second issue, of this pioneering treatise by Florence Nightingale—“the woman who inaugurated the professional training of nurses”—in original gilt-stamped cloth. This copy with two intriguing four-page autograph letters regarding India and signed by
Nightingale laid in.
“Florence Nightingale’s 79-page monograph reflects the intelligence, efficiency,
and administrative talent of the woman who inaugurated the professional training of nurses in England and, indirectly, in the United States… Notes on Nursing
“The ‘Lady with the Lamp’ was
was written with simplicity and direct common sense, enlivened by occasional
also a lady with powerful ideas.”
sharp wit” (Lilly, 215). Second issue, with advertisements on the endpapers and
without notice “The right of Translation is reserved” on the title page. Although
—Jil Matheson
advertised in the Publisher’s Circular in December 1859, it is likely that even the
first issue of Notes on Nursing was not available for purchase until January 1860. Garrison & Morton 1612. Norman 1602. Letters with minor
soiling and creasing, signatures bold. Book with clean text, inner paper hinges expertly reinforced, light expert restoration to cloth along
spine, very good. Quite desirable in the original cloth with two autograph letters, both regarding India, each signed by Nightingale.
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“I Was Not Born With A Hunger To Be Free.
I Was Born Free”
37.
MANDELA, Nelson. Long Walk to Freedom.
Randburg, South Africa, 1994. Thick octavo, original black paper boards, dust jacket. 
$7500.
First South African edition of the stirring autobiography of the esteemed Nobel Peace Prize winner
and South Africa’s first black president, signed: “N
Mandela, 14-12-94.”
“The Nelson Mandela who emerges from his memoir… is considerably more human than the icon of
legend… Mandela is, on the evidence of his amazing life, neither a messiah nor a moralist nor really a revolutionary but a pragmatist to the core, a
shrewd balancer of honor and interests. He is, to use
a word unhappily fallen into disrepute, a politician,
though one distinguished from lesser practitioners
of his calling mainly by his unwavering faith in his
ultimate objective, ending white minority rule” (New
York Times). Illustrated with 24 pages of black-andwhite photographs. A fine signed copy of the scarce
South African first edition.

Smith’s Wealth Of Nations, 1796,
In Contemporary Tree Calf
38.
SMITH, Adam. An Inquiry Into the Nature
and Causes of the Wealth of Nations. London,
1796. Three volumes. Octavo, contemporary full
brown tree calf. 
$6500.
Early edition of Smith’s magnum opus, a beautiful
copy in contemporary tree calf.
“Where the political aspects of human rights had
taken two centuries to explore, Smith’s achievement was to bring the study of economic aspects to
the same point in a single work… it is the first and
greatest classic of modern economic thought” (PMM
221). First published in 1776. Stated eighth edition.
Volume III with rear page of publisher’s advertisements. Kress B3289. Gift inscription (I). Armorial
bookplate (III). Trace of bookplate removal (I, II).
Small bookseller notation (I). Text fresh with only a
few paper flaws, scant rubbing, minor edge-wear to
boards. A handsome near-fine copy.
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“The Explanation Of The Fundamental Concepts Which
Mathematics Accepts As Indefinable”
39. RUSSELL, Bertrand. The Principles of Mathematics. Vol. I.
Cambridge, 1903. Octavo, original navy cloth. 
$6500.
First edition of the important first volume (and the only volume published) of Russell’s groundbreaking philosophical treatise on mathematics and logic, the foundation for Russell and Whitehead’s monumental Principia Mathematica.
This work sets forth Russell’s theory that mathematics and logic are
fundamentally identical. Here, Russell introduces logicism and introduces what is now known as “Russell’s Paradox.” This work was supposed to be followed by a second volume that would explain, entirely
in symbolic terms, the relationship of logic to mathematics. However,
after finding out that his mentor, Alfred Whitehead, planned to published a similar work, Russell approached Whitehead about a collaboration. The result was Principia Mathematica, published between
1910 and 1913. Bookplate. Owner signature of Daniel J. Bronstein,
possibly the editor of several books on philosophy. Interior generally
quite nice, slightest bubbling to cloth and minor rubbing to extremities. A handsome near-fine copy.

“One Of The Major Scientific Contributions Of The First Half
Of The 20th Century” (Goldstine & Wigner)
40.
NEUMANN, John von and MORGENSTERN, Oskar. Theory of
Games and Economic Behavior. Princeton, 1944. Octavo, original
brown cloth, custom clamshell box. 
$4800.
First edition of von Neumann’s groundbreaking treatise on game theory, highly influential in business,
economics and the social sciences.
“Had it merely called to our attention the existence
and exact nature of certain fundamental gaps in
economic theory, the Theory of Games and Economic
Behavior… would have been a book of outstanding
importance. But it does more than that. It is essentially constructive: where existing theory is considered to be inadequate, the authors put in its place a
highly novel analytical apparatus designed to cope
with the problem... The techniques applied by the
authors in tackling economic problems are of sufficient generality to be valid in political science, sociology, or even military strategy… The appearance
of a book of the caliber of the Theory of Games is indeed a rare event” (World of Mathematics II:1267-84).
With scarce corrigenda slip laid in. Without rare dust
jacket. Text fine, edge-wear lightly affecting text at
lower edge of rear corrigenda, faint soiling to cloth.
A handsome near-fine copy.
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“One Of The Most Important Books Of Our
Generation”: 40th Anniversary Edition Of
Hayek’s The Road To Serfdom, One Of Only
200 Copies Signed By Friedrich Hayek
41.
HAYEK, Friedrich A. The Road to Serfdom.
Chicago, 1984. Octavo, original brown morocco gilt.
$4600.
Limited Special 40th Anniversary Signed Edition of
Hayek’s classic defense of free enterprise, “a major
event in the intellectual history of the United States,”
one of only 200 copies signed by Friedrich Hayek and
bound in full morocco-gilt.
“Hayek has written one of the most important books
of our generation. It restates for our time the issue
between liberty and authority with the power and
rigor of reasoning that John Stuart Mill stated… in his
great essay, ‘On Liberty’” (Hazlitt, 82). Because of its
enduring influence, The Road to Serfdom is considered “a major event in the intellectual history of the
United States” (Gottfried, 10). The first edition was
published in London in 1944. Fine condition.

“No More Graphic Account Exists
Of Any Age” (Britannica)
42.
FROISSART, John and HUMPHREYS, Henry
Noel. Chronicles of England, France, Spain, and the
Adjoining Countries. BOUND WITH: Illuminated
Illustrations of Froissart. Selected from the MS in
the British Museum. BOUND WITH: Illuminated
Illustrations of Froissart. Selected from the MS in
the Bibliotheque Royale, Paris. London, 1842. Two
volumes. Thick octavo, contemporary full red morocco gilt sympathetically rebacked. 
$5800.
Later edition of Johnes’ celebrated translation of
Froissart’s important history of 14th-century Europe,
with illuminated extra title page and 116 in-text
wood-engraved illustrations. This copy splendidly
extra-illustrated with the complete suite of 72 finely hand-colored chromolithographs—many heightened with gilt and silver—reproduced from miniatures in Froissart manuscript editions by Henry Noel
Humphreys, Beautifully bound in full morocco-gilt.
“Froissart might be called the great interviewer of the Middle Ages... The
Chronicles are universally considered as the most vivid and faithful picture we
have of events in the 14th century. As a picture of the most favorable side of chivalry, the work has no equal” (Adams, Manual of Historical Literature, 334-35).
Bookplate; owner ink signatures. Mild foxing to first few and last few leaves in
each volume; text and plates generally quite clean. A touch of rubbing to corners.
A splendid production, beautifully bound, in near-fine condition.
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“An Extraordinary Richness Of Color” (Ray): First Edition, Large-Paper Copy, Of Pyne’s
History Of The Royal Residences, Beautifully Illustrated With 100 Hand-Colored Folio Aquatints
43.
PYNE, William Henry. The History of the Royal Residences of Windsor Castle,
St. James Palace, Carlton House, Kensington Palace, Hampton Court, Buckingham
House and Frogmore. London, 1819. Three volumes. Folio (13 by 16 inches), 20th-century
three-quarter brown morocco gilt. 
$15,000.
First edition of this beautifully illustrated work on the design and history of eight royal
residences, with 100 hand-colored aquatint plates after the works of Charles Wild, James
Stephanoff and others—a desirable uncut large-paper copy on thicker paper.
Artist and author William Pyne began his career as a watercolorist, but following several
successful collaborations with well-known publisher Rudolph Ackermann, he “became
enamored of book production” and undertook this ambitious, “large and costly work entitled The History of the Royal Residences…a very sumptuous book for which author, artist,
engraver and publisher alike did their best” (Prideaux, 143). Bound without half titles; “List
of Portraits” at rear of Volume III. Abbey Scenery 396. Tooley 389. Plates fine, coloring exceptionally vivid, only mild wear to boards. A magnificent production.
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“History of the
Royal Residences is one
of the finest examples of
aquatint engraving, a…
process that resulted in some
of the most beautiful books
ever produced.”
—University of New Mexico

“Geography Is Better Than Divinity”: Peter Heylyn’s 1657 Cosmographie With Four Double-Page Maps,
Including A Map Of The Americas Depicting California As An Island
44. HEYLYN, Peter. Cosmographie in Foure Books Contayning the Chorographie & Historie of the whole World. London, 1657,
1656. Large folio (9 by 13-1/2 inches), contemporary full brown calf. 
$9800.
Second edition of this monumental work (first published in 1652), with a magnificent engraved title and four historically significant folding
maps, including the large map of North and South America after the Speed map of 1626, depicting California as an island.
A distinguished scholar at an early age, Heylyn took holy orders at age 24, beginning a career as a controversial theologian, audacious
critic and court favorite. The Cosmographie contains four books: the first two books outline the history and geography of Europe, the
third Asia and Africa, and the fourth America. An Appendix chronicles the quest to discover Terra Australis Incognita, or the Southern
Continent. “There are details of the voyages of Quiros, Magellan, Hawkins,
Sibald de Weert, Le Maire, and Saavedra” (Cox). Space is also given to Utopia
(“a country first discovered by Sir Thomas More”), New Atlantis, Fairy-Land,
“Heylyn thoroughly transforms
and the New World in the Moon. This edition contains Henry Seile’s 1652 map
what had been a pocket guide into
Americae Descriptio Nova, which in turn was copied from John Speed’s famous
America of 1626, depicting California as an island. Although California had for
full-fledged historical geography.”
years been properly drawn as a peninsula, its misconception as an island probably originated with the Spanish navigators Juan de Fuca and Martin d’Aguilar,
—Robert Markley
and the mistake was perpetuated well into the 18th century. The present copy
contains an engraved general title page dated 1657 with individual chapter title pages dated 1657 and 1656. Map of America is in
Burden’s State A, dated 1652. Tooley, 115:13. Bookplate of Sir Montague Cholmeley, Baronet. Text and maps quite clean, contemporary
calf with some wear, restoration done at an early date. An attractive copy of this rare and early edition.
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“All The Degrees Of Sedition, And All The Effects Of Ambition”: Rare First English Translation
Of Appian, 1578, A Source For Shakespeare’s Antony And Cleopatra And Julius Caesar
45. (APPIAN OF ALEXANDRIA) BARKER, William, translator. An Auncient Historie and Exquisite Chronicle
of the Romanes Warres, both Ciuile and Foren. London, 1578. Two parts bound in one volume. Small quarto,
19th-century full crushed dark green morocco gilt. 
$16,500.
First edition in English of one of the classic works on ancient Rome, with the rare third-state general title page.
An excellent copy, beautifully bound in full morocco-gilt by Riviere. Scarce and desirable.
Appian of Alexandria, Greek historian of the conquests by Rome from the republican period into the 2nd century AD, held public office in Alexandria, where he witnessed the Jewish insurrection in 116 AD. After gaining
Roman citizenship he went to Rome, practiced as a lawyer, and at an advanced age became a procurator.
Appian wrote in Greek this Romaica, or history of Rome, in 24 books, arranged ethnographically according to
the peoples (and their rulers) conquered by the Romans. The books that survive in complete form deal with
Spain, Carthage, Illyria, Syria, Hannibal, Mithradates, and the Roman civil wars from the Gracchi onward.
This copy with rare third-state title page, bound without half title and conjugate dedication leaf. Also without
errata, though it is possible that errata did not exist in this issue as it is the third state and there have been corrections made to the title. ESTC S1491. Bookplate. Handwritten page of notes in fine calligraphic hand inserted
at front by William Graham, banker and bibliophile. A very few penciled notations to text. Text generally
clean, a few pages have been trimmed close along the upper edge, slightly affecting headlines, small closed
tears to title page skillfully repaired, final two leaves with professional repairs along fore-edge, beautiful
Riviere morocco-gilt binding with a few small marks to front panel.
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“Livy Gave Rome Her Epic”: 1600 First Edition In English Of Livy’s History Of Rome
46. (LIVY) HOLLAND, Philemon, translator. The Romane Historie Written by T. Livius of Padua. London,
1600. Thick folio (8-1/2 by 13 inches), early full paneled brown calf gilt rebacked and recornered.  $15,000.
First edition in English of Livy’s monumental history of Rome, translated by Philemon
Holland, in exceptionally lovely early calf boards.
Titus Livius commenced his great history between 27 and 25 B.C., completing it only
shortly before his death in A.D. 17. His genius lay in lively storytelling rather than
critical history; his aim was to rekindle his fellow Romans’ patriotic spirit by recounting their ancestors’ heroic deeds. “Livy’s heroes were to revive again and again—in
18th-century Virginia and in Revolutionary Paris… Livy, not Virgil, gave Rome her
epic” (Rexroth, 92-93). “This was the first of that stately array of folio translations of
the classics which issued from the pens of Philemon Holland, the ‘translator generall
in his age’” (Pforzheimer 495). With woodcut-engraved title, initials, head- and tailpieces, woodcut portrait of Livy, and a woodcut-engraved portrait of Queen Elizabeth,
to whom this edition is dedicated. Without initial blank. Brueggemann, 634. Three
small tears along inner margin of title page, not affecting letterpress or woodcuts. A
clean, nicely restored and handsomely bound copy.
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“Livy is one of the
literary greats [of]
the Golden Age of
Latin literature.”
—Heritage History
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Mexia’s History Of The Roman Emperors,
1604 First Edition In English
47. MEXIA, Pedro. A Historie of All the Romane
Emperors, Beginning with Caius Iulius Caesar,
and Successively Ending with Rodulph the
Second Now Raigning. London, 1604. Folio, modern full brown calf gilt. 
$6000.
First edition in English, enlarged and expanded over
the first Spanish edition, with engraved title page and
headpieces, handsomely bound in full calf-gilt.
First published in Spanish in 1545, Mexia’s Historie
is a key source on the later history of the extended
Roman Empire. This expanded edition, translated into English by W. Traheron, carries the history to 1560. With engraved title page. Without first
and last blank leaves, as often. Lowndes III:1541.
Contemporary ink notations on title page and to a
few margins. Small numerical stamps to verso of title
page and a few margins. With two copies of leaf CCC6
and without leaf CCC5, most probably a binder’s
error, minor expert paper repair to title page, a few
spots of staining and inkspotting to generally nice
interior, binding fine. A handsome copy.

“The Last Roman Historian Of Any Importance”
48. (MARCELLINUS) HOLLAND, Philemon, translator. The Roman Historie, Containing such Acts and
Occurents as Passed under Constantius, Iulianus,
Iovianus, Valentinianus, and Valens, Emperours.
London, 1609. Small folio (7-3/4 by 11-1/2 inches), modern full paneled brown calf. 
$7000.
First English translation, by Philemon Holland, of this
important source for the lives of the later Roman emperors, in handsome full calf binding.
Ammianus Marcellinus, the “last Roman historian of
any importance,” first began his history of the emperors
circa A.D. 390. As a younger man, Marcellinus fought
under Julian against the Alemanni and Persians, and
his work provides an eyewitness account of the period
353-78. Of the original 31 books, only 18 were extant at
the time of Holland’s translation; his work includes a
chronology of the time period the lost books covered.
“Holland’s translations are faithful and readable”
(DNB). Embellished with elaborate woodcut headpieces and initials, and printer’s device on title page. Early
waste binding intentionally exposed at inner hinges.
Brueggemann, 744. Moss I:40. Morocco booklabel.
Early ink calculation. Minor marginal wormholing to
last third of text, a few minor spots of soiling, binding
handsome. A very nearly fine copy.
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“Overflowed With Anecdotes Of Lust, Violence, And Idiosyncrasy”: 1606 First Edition In
English Of Suetonius’ Historie Of Twelve Caesars, Translated By Holland—The Houghton Copy
49. (SUETONIUS) HOLLAND, Philemon, translator. The Historie of Twelve Caesars, Emperors of Rome:
Written in Latine by C. Suetonius Tranquillus, and newly translated into English by Philemon Holland.
London, 1606. Small folio (7 by 10-1/2 inches), 20th-century full crimson morocco. 
$16,000.
First edition in English of Suetonius’ dramatic biographies of the Caesars, the important Holland translation,
scarce issue with the letterpress title page replaced by an engraved
title page. The Arthur A. Houghton copy, attractively bound.
“De Vita Caesarum, from Julius Caesar to Domitian, is largely respon“It is admitted by all that he was
sible for that vivid picture of Roman society and its leaders, moralmuch addicted to women, as well as
ly and politically decadent, that dominated historical thought until
modified in modern times by the discovery of nonliterary evidence…
very expensive in his intrigues with
[It is] exciting reading” (Britannica). The work was Robert Graves’ primary inspiration for his novel I, Claudius (1934). With woodcut initials
them, and that he debauched many
and elaborate woodcut chapter headpieces incorporating medallion
ladies of the highest quality…”
portraits. Brueggemann, 703. Bookplates, including that of renowned
industrialist and bibliophile Arthur A. Houghton, Jr.; old auction lot
marker of the 1980 Houghton sale. The Houghton Library at Harvard University is named for him. Faint soiling
to title page, occasional faint dampstaining, a few minor marginal repairs. A near-fine copy, attractively bound.
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“To Wars His Legions He Exhorts, And Calls From Far His Old Cohorts…”
50. (LUCANUS, Marcus Annaeus) GORGES, Arthur, translator. Lucan’s Pharsalia: Containing the Civill
Warres betweene Caesar and Pompey. London, 1614. Quarto, late 19th-century three-quarter red morocco.
$12,000.
First edition in English of Lucan’s epic history of the civil wars between Caesar and Pompey.
A nephew of Seneca, the poet Lucan’s participation in the Pisan conspiracy and subsequent discovery by
Nero compelled him to commit suicide at age 26. Pharsalia, his only surviving work, which chronicles the
civil wars between Caesar and Pompey, was left imperfect, possibly because of Lucan’s young death, with a
tenth and final book whose “narrative breaks off abruptly in the middle of the Alexandrian War” (Peck, 968).
Translator Arthur Gorges “belonged to that brilliant band of English nobles who combined active service with
the finest literary acquirements… In 1614 he translated Lucan’s Pharsalia, an achievement commemorated
in his epitaph” (DNB). Brueggemann, 664. Faint ink owner signature on title page of Hannibal Gamon, a
17th-century Puritan clergyman. Gamon was nominated a chaplain to John Robartes, 1st Earl of Radnor and
Viscount Bodmin, who he helped compile a religion and philosophy library later held at Lanhydrock. Gamon
was a collector in his own right and his collection also ended up in the library at Lanhydrock. Early ink shelf
notation. Tiny ink notation. Closed tear to H3, just touching a few lines, marginal tear to X6, a few other minor
closed tears and holes not affecting generally clean text, binding attractive and in fine condition. Scarce.
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“Much Have I Travell’d In The Realms Of Gold” (Keats)
51. HOMER. The Iliads of Homer, Prince of Poets. BOUND WITH: Homer’s Odysseys. Translated according
to ye Greeke by Geo: Chapman. London, [1612?, 1615?]. Small folio in sixes (7-1/2 by 11 inches), 18th-century
full polished tan calf rebacked. 
$16,000.
First complete editions of Chapman’s celebrated translation of Homer, “one of the great achievements of the
Elizabethan age, a monument of skill and devotion” (DNB). With engraved Iliad title page, often not present.
Attractively bound.
“The Iliad and the Odyssey are the first perfect poetry of the western world. They spring fully grown, their predecessors lost, and their magic has persisted ever since. The legends of the siege of Troy and the return of Odysseus
are the common heritage of all… [A]n incalculable influence on… poetry ever since” (PMM). Chapman was the
first to translate Homer’s epics into English, publishing the very first English translation of the Odyssey and the
first complete translation of the Iliad (preceded only by Hall’s 1581 partial translation). Chapman’s translation
exerted a profound influence on the development of English literary forms: Dryden, Pope, Coleridge, Lamb, and
Keats were all indebted to it. “After the Bible, the works of Homer have had perhaps the most lasting influence
upon our literature” (Harris, 75). Bound without the engraved title page for the Odyssey. “Some remainder copies
[of the Iliad] were bound with the Odyssey with a general-title, The Whole Works of Homer [1616], a memorial
engraving to Prince Henry, and sometimes, a portrait of Chapman prefixed” (Pforzheimer). This copy contains
the memorial engraving to Prince Henry, but does not include the engraved general title page or the portrait. The
Iliad without blank *1 and, as virtually always, last leaf of two additional dedicatory sonnets, [Gg8], present only
in six known copies; the Odyssey bound without leaf R8 (a blank, often not present), and without the preliminary
blank and the engraved title page, but does have the letterpress title page and the four leaves of dedicatory
poems. The texts of the Iliad and the Odyssey are complete. In the Odyssey, the title page and leaves Bb4-Ee3 (17
leaves) are shorter than the rest of the text block and are likely supplied from another copy of the same edition.
Pforzheimer 169, 170. Engraved Iliad title page and memorial engraving to Prince Henry skillfully remargined,
only occasional foxing and toning to generally clean text, light expert restoration to calf extremities. A very nice,
attractive copy of these scarce and desirable first editions.
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Edmondes’ Illustrated Observations Upon Caesar’s
Commentaries, 1609, With Folding Plates
52. (CAESAR, Julius) EDMONDS, Clement. Observations Upon
Caesars Commentaries. London, 1609. Small folio (7-1/2 by 11
inches), 18th-century full blind-stamped paneled brown calf.
$4800.
First complete edition, first issue, of Edmondes’ Observations—
which includes English translations of Caesar’s Commentaries on
the Gallic Wars and the Civil Wars along with Edmondes’ detailed
critical observations—embellished with engraved title page, frontispiece, and 11 engraved folding plates, handsomely bound in full calf.
“This excellent and well-known exposition of Caesar was always
popular” (Cockle 71). Appearing at the end of the text is Edmondes’
treatise “The Maner of Our Moderne Training, or Tacticke Practise,”
which first appeared in the 1604 continuation of the Gallic Wars,
and which according to Cockle was excluded from all 1609 editions.
“Moderne Training” “is the earliest example in English of anything
approaching our Drill Book” (Cockle 72). Armorial bookplates and
title page owner signature of Washington Sewallis Shirley, 9th Earl
Ferrers, the distinguished 19th-century book collector and nobleman. Bookplate. A few very tiny holes and spots of soiling to generally lovely interior, light wear to binding, cloth ties no longer present. An exceptional near-fine copy, handsomely bound.

“There Before Us Lay The Sealed Door”
53. CARTER, Howard and MACE, A.C. The Tomb of Tutankhamen. London,
1923-33. Three volumes. Thick octavo, original gilt-stamped brown cloth.
$4500.
First edition of Carter’s account of the discovery of King Tutankhamen’s tomb,
including the scarce third volume, with 247 dramatic illustrations, in original giltstamped cloth.
When Carter entered King Tut’s tomb in 1922, he bridged 3000 years separating
the reign of the Boy-King from the modern world. This first detailed account, richly illustrated with hundreds of plates after photographs taken by Harry Burton,
includes images from the discovery of Tut’s sepulchral chamber, the excavation
of the site, and hundreds of catalogued artifacts. Because of the Depression, the
third and final volume, included here, was printed in limited numbers and is
consequently quite scarce. Without very scarce dust jackets. Bookplate, owner
signature. Mild foxing in Volume I, expert reinforcement to inner paper hinges,
minor rubs and bumps to spine ends and corners, cloth clean, gilt bright. An
extremely good copy in the original cloth.
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“A Defining Text For Renaissance Humanism, Influencing Botticelli,
Da Vinci, Galileo, Machiavelli, Montaigne And Shakespeare”
54.
(LUCRETIUS) CREECH, Thomas, translator. T. Lucretius Carus. The Epicurean Philosopher, His Six
Books De Natura Rerum Done into English. Oxford, 1682. Small octavo, early 18th-century brown calf rebacked. 
$15,000.
First edition, first issue in English, of Roman poet Lucretius’ On the Nature of Things, a seminal work in Western
history, with rare first issue of Creech’s controversial preface, quickly revised in later printings and omitted from
future editions, along with rare first issue of Creech’s “Life” of Lucretius. Creech’s translation is heralded as a
“crucial guide” to Thomas Jefferson, who gave the Declaration of Independence “a distinctly Lucretian turn.”
On the Nature of Things (De rerum natura), “is that rarest of
accomplishments: a great work of philosophy that is also
“I too am an epicurean. I consider the
a great poem” (Greenblatt, 200, 5). It is “a defining text for
Renaissance Humanism, influencing Botticelli, da Vinci,
genuine (not the imputed) doctrines of
Galileo, Machiavelli, Montaigne and Shakespeare” (Owen,
Lucretius and the Radical Imagination). Lucretius would Epicurus as containing every thing rational
prove vital to Americans when Jefferson gave the Declaration
in moral philosophy which Greece and
“a distinctly Lucretian turn… toward a government whose
end was not only to secure the lives and liberties of its citRome have left us.”
izens but also to serve ‘the pursuit of happiness’” (Swerve,
257, 262-63). First edition, very rare first issue, with Creech’s
–Thomas Jefferson, letter to William Short
preface that was “dropped in all subsequent editions” due
to implication of godlessness (a “hostile reference to John
Calvin”) (Hopkins, 702, 706n). This first edition as issued without frontispiece, half title. ESTC R8877. Wing
L3447. Gordon 331. Early owner inscriptions. Text professionally cleaned, expert restoration to early boards.
An extremely good and desirable copy of a rarely found work.
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Mayer’s Renowned Views In Egypt,
With 48 Splendid Hand-Colored Folio Aquatints
55.
(EGYPT) MAYER, Luigi. Views in Egypt, from the Original Drawings
in the Possession of Sir Robert Ainslie Taken during His Embassy to
Constantinople. London, 1801. Folio (12 by 16-1/2 inches), modern three-quarter crimson morocco. 
$9500.
First edition, first issue, of this esteemed volume of 48 superb hand-colored folio aquatint plates engraved after Mayer’s drawings of views, monuments, tombs
and costumes of Egypt.
While Sir Robert Ainslie was England’s ambassador to Turkey at Constantinople
from 1776 until 1792 he amassed a collection of original drawings by Luigi Mayer.
The present work reproduces, by means of vividly hand-colored folio aquatints,
views made by Mayer in Egypt. First issue, with plates and texts bearing watermarks of “J Whatman 1794,” “J Whatman 1801,” and “E&P 1801.” Blackmer 1097.
Colas 2018. Gay 2145. Lipperheide 1577. Bookplates, owner signature. Repair to
lower corner of title page, not affecting letterpress, hand-coloring fine and vivid.
An attractively bound folio volume in excellent condition.

“Works of luxury indeed; but, to those who
can afford the purchase, highly desirable.”
—The British Critic and Quarterly Theological Review
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“A Remarkable Work” (T.E. Lawrence):
First Edition Of A Pilgrimage To El-Medinah And Meccah, Burton’s Rarest Title
56. (MIDDLE EAST) BURTON, Richard Francis. Personal Narrative of a Pilgrimage to El-Medinah and Meccah.
London, 1855-56. Three volumes. Octavo, 19th-century three-quarter maroon calf sympathetically rebacked.
$11,000.
First edition of “a most remarkable work of the highest value” (T.E. Lawrence), Burton’s scarce and important
illustrated narrative of his journey to Mecca, with five full-page color chromolithographs, eight tinted plates, one
black-and-white plate, three plans (two folding), and a folding map.
After years of studying Muslim customs and manners, Burton offered his services to the Royal Geographical
Society “for the purpose of removing that opprobrium to modern adventure, the huge white blot which in our
maps still notes the Eastern and Central Regions of Arabia” (Penzer, 44). Burton resolved to wend his way to
Mecca to observe Muslim rites witnessed by few westerners. Donning a variety of disguises and learning the
mannerisms common to Islam—how to dress, eat, sit, sleep, pray, etc.—Burton was accepted as a native. Over
the course of his journey he visited the prophet Muhammad’s tomb (which was located not, as many Christians
had hitherto believed, in Mecca, but in Medina); commented extensively on the practice of female circumcision;
and brought back the first accurate observations by a Westerner on the holiest of Muslim holy cities, Mecca. In
his bibliography of Burton’s works, Norman Penzer remarks, “I questioned Colonel Lawrence [i.e., “Lawrence of
Arabia”] about the accuracy of Burton’s description of the journey to Mecca and Medina, and he said that it was
absolutely correct in every detail” (Penzer, 7). Bound without publisher’s catalogue at rear of Volume I. Penzer,
44-50. Armorial bookplates, early owner ink signatures to front flyleaves and title pages of Volumes I and II.
Interiors clean, expert restoration to corners, nicely rebacked. A very lovely set.
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Superb Limited Deluxe First Edition Of Shackleton’s Heart Of The Antarctic
And The Antarctic Book: Signed By Him And All Of The Members Of The Expedition
57. SHACKLETON, Ernest. The Heart of the Antarctic. Being the Story of the British Antarctic Expedition 1907-1909. Two volumes.
WITH: The Antarctic Book. Winter quarters 1907-1909. London, 1909. Together, three volumes. Quarto, original full (Heart of the
Antarctic) and half (Antarctic Book) vellum. 
$56,000.

“When disaster strikes and all
hope is gone, get down on your
knees and pray for Shackleton.”

Rare first edition, Special Limited Large Paper Issue of Shackleton’s fascinating
account of the British Antarctic Expedition of 1907-1909, one of only 300 copies
printed, with the first and only edition of The Antarctic Book, with the signatures
of every member of the shore party, including Shackleton. With 16 mounted color
plates, photographic frontispieces, and over 200 additional illustrations, including drawings and photographic plates, as well as three folding maps and a folding
panorama enclosed in the rear pocket of Volume II.

Shackleton had first gained fame as a member of Scott’s expedition of 1901-02.
In 1908, accompanied by three companions and four ponies, he led his own expedition and approached within 100 miles of the South Pole before being forced
to return due to lack of supplies, outdistancing his predecessors to a degree unequalled in the history of polar exploration, and proving
conclusively the feasibility of reaching the Pole. The Antarctic Book, which includes the 16 signatures of the shore party, was issued only
with this limited edition of The Heart of the Antarctic and has never been reprinted. It contains reproductions of drawings done by the
party, including four mounted color portraits, the poem “Erebus” by Shackleton and the whimsical story “Bathybia” by Douglas Mawson,
also a member of the party. Second state of The Antarctic Book, with only three items listed on the contents page. Conrad, 148. Rosove 305.
A2. Spence 1096. Taurus 57. A fine set of this rare and sumptuous edition.

—Raymond Priestly
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“The Most Compelling Justification
For Cook’s Voyages”
58.
(COOK, James) KIPPIS, Andrew. The Life of
Captain James Cook. London, 1788. Tall quarto,
contemporary diced brown calf gilt rebacked, custom clamshell box. 
$8500.
First edition of the first biography of Captain James
Cook, with copper-engraved frontispiece portrait by
James Heath, an unusually large, wide-margined
copy in contemporary gilt-ruled calf boards.
“This work contains an admirable precis of the three
voyages, with valuable information from the original
sources. It introduces most of Samwell’s Narative of
Captain Cook’s Death, and also gives accounts of the
various tributes to Cook’s memory” (Cox I:64). “Kippis
went further than most writers in transforming Cook’s
voyages from scientific missions with a multiplicity of purposes to expeditions motivated wholly by
the urge to civilize and improve the world… [Kippis’
Life] became the most compelling justification both
for Cook’s voyages and for continued European involvement in the Pacific in years to come” (Withey,
406-7). Howgego C176. Armorial bookplates. Interior
very fresh with only lightest scattered foxing, occasional expert archival paper repairs. A splendid large,
wide-margined copy in near-fine condition.

“A Buccaneering Classic”: 1712 First Edition
Of Rogers’ Cruising Voyage Round The World,
With Five Folding Maps
59.
ROGERS, Woodes. A Cruising Voyage Round the World.
London, 1712. Octavo, 19th-century full paneled brown calf rebacked.
$8500.
First edition of Rogers’ privateer voyage on the “Duke” and
“Duchess,” including an account of the rescue of Alexander Selkirk,
the inspiration for Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, with five folding maps.
“Extremely rare” (Cox).
“Rogers’ account is considered as a buccaneering classic. With William
Dampier as pilot, Captain Woodes Rogers’ privateering expedition set sail
from Bristol. After sailing down the coast of Brazil and rounding Cape
Horn, he made for the deserted island of Juan Fernandez to seek shelter from a severe storm. There Rogers rescued the celebrated Alexander
Selkirk, a Scot who had been marooned several years... and who has been
immortalized as the prototype for Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe... The
expedition then cruised the coast of Peru, taking various prizes, reached
California, and crossed the Pacific to Asia. The high point of this circumnavigation was the capture of the Manila galleon, in 1709, at Puerto
Seguro. A bit of Rogers’ Spanish plunder is offered in the Appendix” (Hill
1479). “A work of great interest... The original edition is extremely rare”
(Cox I:46). Text clean, maps trimmed a little close at times, expert repair
to world map along fold, generally in excellent condition, expert restoration to contemporary paneled calf boards. A beautiful copy.
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“With The Kindest Regards Of David Livingstone”
60. (AFRICA) LIVINGSTONE, David. Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa. London, 1857.
Thick octavo, modern three-quarter green calf gilt. 
$17,500.
First edition, second issue, a rare presentation copy inscribed in the month after publication by Livingstone
on a tipped-in leaf (as is commonly the case with this work): “Revd. Dr. Miller, with the kindest regards of
David Livingstone, London 2nd Novr. 1857.” Richly illustrated with folding wood-engraved frontispiece and
24 wood-engraved plates, in-text woodcuts, two folding maps, and folding elevation chart of South Central
Africa, attractively bound.
The London Missionary Society ordained Livingstone in 1840 and sent him to South Africa. This extraordinary
book documents his first South African expedition during which “he explored vast regions of central Africa,
many of which had never been seen by white men before… During his travels Livingstone was appalled at what
he saw of the terrible effects of the slave trade (mainly carried on by Arabs) on African life. He followed the
principles of Wilberforce and became a protagonist in the fight to abolish slavery. The geographical results of
his journeys were of supreme importance, and made it possible to fill in great stretches of the maps of Central
Africa which hitherto had been blank” (PMM 341). Second issue, with uncolored wood-engraved folding frontispiece (rather than a color lithograph) and plates 8 (“Lake Ngami”) and 16 (“Bechuana Reed Dance”) uncolored
wood-engravings. Text quite clean, faint foxing to portrait, minor repair to larger folding map on verso along one
fold, attractive calf-gilt binding fine. An excellent presentation copy.
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“The art of Dickens was the
most exquisite of arts: it was the art
of enjoying everybody.”
—G.K. Chesterton

“Sets Of The Ten Parts Can, Without Exaggeration, Be Described As Of
The Utmost Rarity”: A Lovely Copy Of Oliver Twist, In Original Parts
61. DICKENS, Charles. The Adventures of Oliver Twist. London, January to
October 1846. Ten parts. Octavo, original printed pale blue paper wrappers expertly respined, custom slipcase. 
$39,000.
First edition in the original stand-alone parts, and the first appearance of the novel in its final form, with 24 steel-engraved plates by George Cruikshank, retouched
for this edition by Findlay. A lovely copy.
Dickens’ second novel is “distinguished by trenchant social satire and vivid evocation of criminal low-life, and, in the mythically evocative depiction of Oliver
asking for more, containing perhaps the most widely known image Dickens
ever created” (Schlicke, 437). Oliver Twist was originally serialized in Bentley’s
Miscellany from 1837 to 1839, with Richard Bentley publishing the work in a
three-volume edition in 1839, six months before the magazine serialization finished. Dickens bought back his copyright from Bentley and substantially revised
the text in light of the reception he received from his public readings, making the
novel more dramatic. The new text was issued in the present parts from January
to October 1846, with a one-volume edition following. Scarcer than the preceding
three-volume edition and representing the definitive text, “many collectors prize
this edition very highly and consequently it is the more valuable of the Oliver
Twists” (Eckel, 62). “Sets of the ten parts can, without exaggeration, be described
as of the utmost rarity, whether in fine, moderate, or poor condition” (Hatton &
Cleaver, 215). With Part 10 without single advertising leaf, and with rear wrapper
substituted from Part 2 of another copy. Text and plates quite clean, expertly and
almost invisibly respined, but aside from one small instance at the lower corner
of Part 5, the wrappers remain unrestored and generally quite clean (Part 5 with
a bit of soiling). A near-fine set of this very scarce and highly desirable Dickens
masterpiece in the original parts.
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“The Most Amazing, Enduring And Endearing One-Man Feat”:
1765 Third Edition Of Johnson’s Landmark Dictionary
62. JOHNSON, Samuel. A Dictionary of the English Language. London, 1765. Two volumes. Thick folio
(10-1/2 by 16-1/2 inches), contemporary full brown calf gilt rebacked with original laid down. 
$13,500.
Third edition of the first great dictionary of the English language, Johnson’s “audacious attempt to tame
his unruly native tongue… combining huge erudition with a steely wit and remarkable clarity of thought”
(Hitchings, 3), in beautiful contemporary calf-gilt.
“Johnson’s Dictionary made him a superstar. To be sure, there had
been dictionaries before his. The difference is that, while these were
“Language is only the instrument compiled, Johnson’s was written…. The glory of the book is that it is
also a compendium of English literature, reprinting fine examples of
of science, and words are but the words from the masters, often Shakespeare or Sir Francis Bacon” (The
Smithsonian Book of Books). “Dr. Johnson performed with his Dictionary
signs of ideas.”
the most amazing, enduring and endearing one-man feat in the field of
lexicography” (PMM 201). Title pages printed in red and black. Courtney & Smith, 54. Grolier 100. Rothschild
1237. Owner booklabel. Very faint marginal dampstain affecting only a few leaves in Volume I, interiors generally clean, expert restoration to corners. A very nicely restored copy in beautiful contemporary calf-gilt.
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Austen’s Novels With Color Illustrations By
C.E. Brock, Beautifully Bound
63.
AUSTEN, Jane. The Works. London and New York, 1922. Six volumes.
Octavo, contemporary three-quarter navy calf gilt. 
$4600.
Later illustrated edition, with a colored frontispiece and 15 colored plates in each
novel by C.E. Brock, beautifully bound by Bayntun.
Includes Sense and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice, Emma, Mansfield Park,
Persuasion and Northanger Abbey. Edwardian illustrator Charles Edmund Brock
was a disciple of Victorian illustrator Hugh Thomson; Thomson had previously illustrated Austen’s novels in line engravings, and Brock added color to Thomson’s
strong use of line. Gilson E181. Fine condition.

Urry’s 1721 Illustrated Folio Edition Of Chaucer, With
Three Previously Unpublished Tales—One Of Only
250 Large-Paper Copies, Very Handsomely Bound
64. CHAUCER, Geoffrey. The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer.
London, 1721. Folio (11 by 17-1/2 inches), period-style full
black morocco gilt. 
$6500.
First printing of Urry’s illustrated folio edition of Chaucer’s
works, one of only 250 large-paper copies issued. The first collected Chaucer in the easier-to-read Roman typeface, with three
previously unpublished tales.
“Except for Shakespeare, Chaucer is foremost among writers
in the English language” (Bloom, 105). This edition beautifully
illustrated with fine copper-engraved portraits, one of Chaucer
by Vertue and one of Urry by Pigue, as well as a handsome
title page vignette and numerous in-text copper engravings of
the various Canterbury pilgrims. This edition contains three
previously unpublished tales: “The Coke’s Tale of Gamelyn,”
“The Merchant’s Second Tale” and “The Adventure of the
Pardoner and Tapster at the Inn at Canterbury.” Also included
are a Life of Chaucer, a new preface, and a glossary of Middle
English terms. With errata on last page. Occasional foxing,
period-style morocco-gilt binding fine and quite handsome. A
scarce and desirable large-paper copy.
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“Not Such A Hound As Mortal Eyes Have Ever Seen”
65. CONAN DOYLE, Arthur. The Hound of the Baskervilles. London, 1902. Octavo,
original black- and gilt-stamped pictorial red cloth, custom clamshell box.  $9500.
First edition, first issue, of the third Sherlock Holmes novel, widely regarded as the
best of the series and “one of the most gripping stories in the English language,”
with 16 illustrations by Sidney Paget.
Although Conan Doyle had killed off his most famous character by sending
him over the Reichenbach Falls while
grappling with Professor Moriarty in
“Mr. Holmes, they were
“The Final Problem” (December 1893),
his readership demanded the sleuth’s
the footprints of a
return. The author obliged with this, the
third—and still considered by many the
gigantic hound!”
best—Sherlock Holmes novel, carefully
positioned on the title page as “another adventure” of Holmes. While the novel proved an immediate success, readers continued to press for more. Conan Doyle finally relented and engineered
Holmes’ “resurrection” in 1903. The Hound of the Baskervilles remains “one of
the most gripping books in the language” (Crime & Mystery 100 Best 6). Without
extremely scarce dust jacket. De Waal A87. Bookplate. Text generally clean with
some foxing to endpapers and edges only, far less than usual, cloth with a few
minor markings and a touch of rubbing to extremities, gilt bright. A lovely copy.

“Among The Very Great Novelists
In The Language”
66.
CONRAD, Joseph. The Collected Works.
Garden City, 1925-26. Twenty-three volumes. Octavo,
original full cream parchment gilt, inner plain paper dust jackets with outer blue paper dust jackets.
$7500.
Signed limited “Memorial Edition,” one of only 99
sets signed by Conrad, with engraved frontispiece
plate in each volume. Sets of the complete works of
Conrad are scarce; signed sets are particularly rare.
A beautiful set in the original dust jackets.
Conrad did not publish his first novel until the age
of 38, but his work earned him a place “among the
very great novelists in the language” (Drabble, 225).
“Conrad’s work at its best achieved a synthesis of
theme, treatment, and language of a kind without
precedent in English literature… His stories had
excitement of a new kind, and his style, by its very
queerness, [achieved] a perfect equilibrium of pictorial and narrative style” (DNB). This edition was
originally intended to be 377 copies, each signed by
Conrad. As he died after having only signed 99 sets,
the plan was changed and the signed sheets became
part of this Memorial Edition. Minor chipping to edges of some wrappers only. Fine condition.
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“It Was The Best Of Times,
It Was The Worst Of Times”

“It is a far, far better thing
that I do, than I have ever
done; it is a far, far better
rest that I go to than I
have ever known.”

“The Finest Of All Food Writers”
68.
FISHER, M.F.K. Serve It Forth. New York and
London, 1937. Octavo, original orange cloth, dust jacket.
$4900.
First edition of M.F.K. Fisher’s first cookbook, praised
as “a delightful book… erudite and witty and experienced and young” (New York Times), in scarce original dust jacket, inscribed: “This is the first book I
ever wrote, 1937. For Albert Marquand and Andy ——.
M.F.K. Fisher Glen Ellen 1990.”
The publication of Serve It Forth announced the delightful debut of M.F.K. Fisher, “one of the finest of
all food writers” (Barile, 127). Serve It Forth earned
immediate high praise as “a delightful book… erudite and witty and experienced and young” (New
York Times). “In a properly run culture, M.F.K. Fisher
would be recognized as one of the great writers this
country has produced in this century” (Raymond
Sokolov). Book with only minor toning to spine; rare
dust jacket with a bit of wear to spine ends, foxing to
rear panel. Quite rare inscribed.
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67.
DICKENS, Charles. A Tale of Two Cities.
London, 1859. Octavo, 20th-century full tan calf gilt.
$7900.
First edition, first issue, bound from parts, of Dickens’
second historical novel, one of his most enduring
works, handsomely bound by Stewart-Kidd.
“The force of the novel springs from its exploration
of darkness and death but its beauty derives from
Dickens’ real sense of transcendence, from his ability
to see the sweep of destiny” (Ackroyd, 858). A Tale of
Two Cities is the last of Dickens’ books to be illustrated by H.K. Browne (“Phiz”), with 16 engraved plates
by him. “Browne, for 23 years responsible for all the
etchings which had so successfully embellished these
[Dickens] books, produced his last drawings for the
present work… Bradbury and Evans, the printers of
all and publishers of five of Dickens’ works as issued
in monthly parts, had ceased to act in this dual capacity after completion of Little Dorrit… [resulting] in
the return of Chapman and Hall as publishers of this
and all succeeding works” (Hatton & Cleaver, 333).
Interior generally fresh and clean, tape repair to plate
list, faint paperclip residue to front blank endpapers
and blank frontispiece recto. Very attractive calf-gilt
binding with expert repair to joints and spine ends.

“So We Beat On, Boats Against The Current,
Borne Back Ceaselessly Into The Past”
69. FITZGERALD, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. New York, 1925. Octavo, original
green cloth. 
$6800.
First edition of this landmark of 20th-century fiction, Fitzgerald’s haunting tale
of “empty elegance and impossible love” in the Jazz Age (Julie Bosman) and one
of America’s greatest novels.
In 1922, Fitzgerald told his publisher Max Perkins, “I want to write something
new—something extraordinary and beautiful and simple and intricately patterned” (Bruccoli, 198). The triumphant result three years later was The Great
Gatsby. Noted critic Cyril Connolly called Gatsby one of the half dozen best
American novels: “[Gatsby] remains a prose poem of delight and sadness
which has by now introduced two generations to the romance of America, as
Huckleberry Finn and Leaves of Grass introduced those before it” (The Modern
Movement, 48). NPR book critic Maureen Corrigan declared, “The Great Gatsby
is one of the first modern novels to look squarely at the void, yet it stops short
of taking a flying leap… It’s Fitzgerald’s thin-but-durable urge to affirm that
finally makes Gatsby worthy of being our Great American Novel.” Without extremely rare dust jacket. Interior generally fine, only slightest soiling to cloth,
gilt bright. A nearly fine copy.

“I Understood That They Had Killed Me / They Went Through Cafés,
Graveyards And Churches… They Did Not Find Me”
70. GARCÍA LORCA, Federico. The Poet in New York. New York, 1940. Octavo,
original orange cloth, dust jacket, custom slipcase. 
$4000.
First edition of García Lorca’s last cycle of poems, in the original Spanish with
facing English translation by Rolfe Humphries.
This true first edition, published May 24, appeared three weeks before the
Spanish-language edition published in Mexico City. The present edition differs significantly from the Mexican edition in both structure and text. The author’s promising career began with his 1921 Libro de poemas, though it was not
until the late 1920s that he became a popular success. His stand against the
Nationalists in his native Spain led to his brutal murder in 1936. Among the
poems in this collection are “Ode to Walt Whitman,” “Death” and “The King
of Harlem.” Prefaced with a note on García Lorca’s death by Jose Bergamín.
Book about-fine. Dust jacket with a bit of restoration along upper edge and at
extremes of flap folds; bright, clean and near-fine.
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“Half Of What I Say Is Meaningless”: Signed Limited First Edition Of
Kahlil Gibran’s Sand And Foam, One Of Only 95 Copies
71. GIBRAN, Kahlil. Sand and Foam. A Book of Aphorisms. New York, 1926.
Octavo, original brick cloth spine, decorative paper boards. 
$4800.
Signed limited first edition, one of only 95 numbered copies signed by Gibran (out
of a total edition of 100 copies), with seven illustrations reproduced from original
drawings by the author.
Published just three years after The Prophet, this lyrical collection of aphorisms
is one of Gibran’s principal works in English. Gibran’s works enjoyed a tremendous resurgence at the height of the counterculture movement of the 1960s and
1970s. The famous line “Half of what I say is meaningless; but I say it so that the
other half may reach you” was adapted by John Lennon for the song “Julia” from
The Beatles’ 1968 White Album. Early gift inscription. Text leaves and plates with
occasional early or expert repair at gutter’s edge, text block expertly reinforced,
fragile cloth and boards somewhat rubbed, spine gilt bright. A very good copy.

“That’s Some Catch, That Catch-22”
72.
HELLER, Joseph. Catch-22. New York, 1961. Octavo, original blue cloth,
dust jacket. 
$4200.
First edition, first printing, of this extraordinary first novel whose title has come to
define an unwinnable situation— an “explosive, bitter, subversive, brilliant book.”
“One of the most bitterly funny works in the language,” Joseph Heller’s first novel
quickly became a classic of anti-war literature. So effective were Heller’s humor
and insight that the title passed cleanly into the English language with its precise
evocation of an unwinnable situation. “When the novel appeared in 1961, World
War II veterans appreciated its satire of the military bureaucracy and the chaos of
war. By the mid-1960s, it had become a cult classic among counterculture activists” (New York Public Library, Books of the Century, 117). In Catch-22, “even the
logic of survival is unworkable. But at least we can still contemplate the influence
of its liberating honesty on a free, rebellious spirit in this explosive, bitter, subversive, brilliant book” (New Republic). Book about-fine, bright dust jacket with only
a bit of light wear. A near-fine copy.
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“The Clenched Fist Of Republican Spain”
73.
HEMINGWAY, Ernest. The Spanish Earth.
Cleveland, 1938. Slim octavo, original tan cloth.
$3800.
Limited first edition, one of 1000 copies—one of fewer than 100 first-issue copies released with pictorial
endpapers.
Jasper Wood, a 17-year-old Cleveland Heights High
School student, acquired the rights to publish 1,000
copies of Hemingway’s commentary for The Spanish
Earth, Joris Ivens’ classic film depicting the horrors of
the Spanish Civil War. Hemingway objected to Wood’s
publication because it gave him credit that felt belonged to Ivens and photographer John Ferno. He also
objected to the large banner of the F.A.I. (Federación
Anarquista Iberica) on the endpapers. A second issue was then bound with plain tan endpapers with a
printed statement from Wood on the rear pastedown
referring to Hemingway’s objections. The book also contains Hemingway’s essay “The
Heat and The Cold,” which
had appeared in the Spring
1938 issue of Verve. This is the
scarce first issue, with the pictorial endpapers showing the
F.A.I. banner. “In a letter to the
bibliographer, Jasper Wood
estimated that there were between 50 and 100 copies of the
first issue” (Hanneman A15a).
Fragments of original glassine
present. A fine copy.

“Yes, Everybody’s Happy Now”
74. HUXLEY, Aldous. Brave New World. London, 1932. Octavo, original blue
cloth, dust jacket. 
$8200.
First trade edition of Huxley’s haunting dystopian classic.
“A nightmarish prognostication of a future in which humanity has been destroyed
by science… easily Huxley’s most popular (and many good judges continue to
think his best) novel” (DNB). Huxley “admitted that the original idea of Brave
New World was to challenge H.G. Wells’ Utopian vision… The book was immediately successful” (Parker & Kermode, 161-62). It remains the “seminal dystopia…
As argument and as satire, Brave New World is a compendium of usable points
and quotable jibes… and has provided material for much subsequent fiction,” not
only within speculative fiction but also beyond it (Clute & Nicholls, 606). “Along
with Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four, it is one of only two futuristic novels to have
made a considerable contribution to the social and political rhetoric of the 20th
century” (Anatomy of Wonder II-558). Preceded by the signed limited edition of
324 copies. Connolly 75. Interior fine, spine lightly toned and creased. Bright dust
jacket with shallow chipping and edge-wear. A near-fine copy.
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“That Dialogue Of Mind, Heart And Voice”: First Edition Of
Boswell’s Life Of Johnson, 1791, Handsomely Bound
75. (JOHNSON, Samuel) BOSWELL, James. The Life of Samuel Johnson.
London, 1791. Two volumes. Quarto, modern full speckled brown calf gilt.
$9000.
First edition of “the most famous biography in any language, one of Western
literature’s most germinal achievements,” handsomely bound.
“The Shakespeare of biographers” (Macaulay), James Boswell “excelled in insight into human nature and in ability to dramatize a situation… Boswell was
not merely a conscientious preserver of detail; he was also an inspired shaping
artist. He knew, and transmits, the sound of his subject’s voice to a degree
unparalleled in other biographers… Completeness of portrayal was certainly
Boswell’s aim—and his accomplishment” (Baugh et al., 1065-66). “If there had
been no Boswell, Johnson would have been one of the most famous names in
English literature; but that he has become a household name” (Wain, 229).
“Sales exceeded all expectations. Of a total of 1750 sets printed, 800 were sold
in the first two weeks, 1200 by the end of August, 1400 by December and 1600
by August 1792… Boswell’s Life of Johnson remains the most famous biography in any language, one of Western literature’s most germinal achievements”
(DNB). Volume I is second state, with “gve” corrected to “give” on page 135,
line 10 (a change made before publication). With engraved frontispiece portrait of Johnson by James Heath after Sir Joshua Reynolds in Volume I and two
engraved plates in Volume II. Rothschild 463. Grolier 100. Bookplates. A handsome copy in fine condition.
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“Boswell is the first of biographers.
He has no second.”
—Thomas Babington Macaulay

“James Joyce’s Ulysses is the
greatest novel ever written. That’s
right, I did say greatest ever.”
—Charles Green

“The Most Influential Work Of Modern Times”:
First Edition Of Ulysses, In Original Wrappers
76. JOYCE, James. Ulysses. Paris, 1922. Quarto, original blue paper wrappers.
$36,000.
First edition of the novel that changed the path of modern literature, one of only
750 numbered copies on handmade paper, in the now-iconic original paper
wrappers.
“The novel is universally hailed as the most influential work of modern times”
(Grolier Joyce 69). After working seven years on Ulysses, Joyce, desperate to
find a publisher, turned to Sylvia Beach of Shakespeare and Company in Paris.
“Within a month of the publication, the first printing of Ulysses was practically
sold out, and within a year Joyce had become a well-known literary figure.
Ulysses was explosive in its impact on the literary world of 1922… Then began
the great game of smuggling the edition into countries where it was forbidden, especially England and the United States. The contraband article was
transported across the seas and national borders in all sorts of cunning ways”
(de Grazia, 27). Of the 1000 copies of the first edition, 100 copies were printed
on Holland paper and were signed by Joyce, 150 copies were printed on vergé
d’Arches paper, and the other 750 copies, numbered 251 to 1000, were printed
on slightly less costly handmade paper, as here. Slocum A17. Interior generally
quite nice, minor tape marking to blank endpapers, original wrappers with
faint soiling, expert joint repair and coloring to extremities, restoration to fragile spine. An extremely good copy.
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“He Found Himself Changed In His Bed To
Some Monstrous Kind Of Vermin”
77. KAFKA, Franz. The Metamorphosis. London, 1937. Slim octavo, original half blue cloth. 
$5000.
First edition in English of one of Kafka’s most important works.
“While critics have interpreted this chilling story variously as a description of despair in a meaningless world, as a reaction to institutional authoritarianism, and as an expression of conflict between
the author and his father, its power seems to rest in its resistance to
explanation. W.H. Auden has said of it, ‘Had one to name the author who comes nearest to bearing the same kind of relation to our
age as Dante, Shakespeare and Goethe bore to theirs, Kafka would
be the first one would think of’” (New York Public Library’s Books of
the Century, 13). “Kafka published few works in his lifetime and left
a testamentary direction that his unpublished writings should be
destroyed, which was disregarded by his friend and executor Max
Brod” (Garland & Garland, 466). However, Kafka himself published
The Metamorphosis in German in 1915. Translated by A.L. Lloyd.
Without scarce glassine. One tiny hole along slightly toned spine, not
affecting lettering. A near-fine copy.

“Adios, You Who Watched The Sun Go Down,
At The Rail, By My Side, Smiling”: Signed By Kerouac
78.
KEROUAC, Jack. Excerpts from Visions of Cody. New
York, 1959. Octavo, original half purple cloth, acetate.  $4800.
Signed limited first edition, one of only 750 copies signed by
Kerouac, who designed the printed boards himself.
This work is a 120-page excerpt from a novel by Kerouac of the
same name, which was not published in its entirety until 1972.
“To have reinterpreted Thoreau’s sensibility in 20th-century
terms was an incredible achievement, but during Kerouac’s lifetime no publisher would bring out Visions of Cody in its entirety,”
though today it is regarded as “one of the best-organized works in
American literature… since Walden” (Nicosia, 387). With original
publisher’s prospectus (4 by 8 inches) laid in. Book fine; faint
soiling, small bit of tape reinforcement to near-fine original acetate. An exceptional copy, quite rare in such beautiful condition.

68

First State, “A Roar Of Protest”
79.
KESEY, Ken. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest. New York, 1962. Octavo, original green cloth,
dust jacket. 
$7000.
First edition of Kesey’s most “popular and enduring”
work, in scarce dust jacket.
“Ken Kesey’s first novel remains his most popular
and enduring… Cuckoo’s Nest resonates with the
classic theme of the individual rebelling against the
controlling forces of society” (Books of the Century,
98). On publication in 1962, “Time magazine called
Cuckoo’s Nest ‘a roar of protest against middlebrow
society’s Rules and the invisible Rulers who enforce
them’” (New York Times). Adapted to the stage in
1963, the novel was also the basis for the highly successful 1975 film starring Jack Nicholson. First issue,
with “that fool Red Cross woman” on page 9, lines
12-13, in first-issue dust jacket containing Kerouac’s
endorsement on the front flap. Dust jacket with light
expert restoration. Book bright and about fine. A
most desirable copy.

Presentation/Association First Edition Of
The Shining, Inscribed And Additionally
Initialed By Stephen King To The Founder Of
The August Derleth Society
80.
KING, Stephen. The Shining. Garden City,
1977. Octavo, original half black cloth, dust jacket,
custom clamshell box. 
$7500.
First edition of King’s third novel, from the collection
of Richard “Dick” Fawcett, founder of the August
Derleth Society, boldly inscribed by King with his
address: “Stephen King Box 238 Center Lovell, ME,
04016,” along with another inscription initialed by
him on the same page: “Nice to meet you, by the
way… S.K./.”
“The fact is that The Shining is a masterwork, a bold
product of an original vision, a novel of astonishing
passion, urgency, tenderness, understanding, and invention” (Peter Straub). Made into the 1980 movie directed by Stanley Kubrick and starring Jack Nicolson
and Shelley Duvall. This distinctive copy is inscribed
by King to Dick Fawcett, who founded the August
Derleth Society. Stephen King once wrote of Derleth,
the prolific novelist who co-founded Arkham House:
“August Derleth and Arkham House published what
I regard as [weird fiction’s] most important works in
the period 1939-1950” (Haefele, 44). A pristine copy
in fine condition, wonderfully inscribed.
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First Edition, Inscribed By Stephen King
81. KING, Stephen. The Stand. Garden City, 1978.
Thick octavo, original half black cloth, dust jacket.
$3800.
First edition of King’s Hugo-nominated epic tale of
apocalyptic terror, boldly inscribed: “To Jeff and
Brandi—With good wishes—Stephen King, 9/08/79.”
“The book that took me the longest to write was The
Stand. This is also the one my longtime readers still
seem to like the best… I was writing this story near
the end of the so-called Energy Crisis in the 1970s,
and I had an absolutely marvelous time envisioning
a world that went smash during the course of one
horrified, infected summer… There is no moral to
The Stand, no ‘We’d better learn or we’ll probably
destroy the whole damned planet next time’—but if
the theme stands out clearly enough,
those discussing it may offer their own
morals and conclusions. Nothing wrong
with that; such discussions are one of
the great pleasures of the reading life”
(King, On Writing, 201-6). A fine copy.

“An Honorable Place In Any Library Of Children’s Books”
82. KIPLING, Rudyard. The Jungle Book. WITH: The Second Jungle
Book. London and New York, 1894-95. Two volumes. Octavo, original
gilt-stamped pictorial blue cloth, custom slipcase. 
$7500.
First editions of Kipling’s classic Jungle Books, “replete with adventure
and excitement.” A bright, lovely set.
“Among the 15 stories in [these volumes] are some of Kipling’s most
memorable narratives” (Abraham, 36). “The child who has never run
with Mowgli’s wolf pack, or stood with Parnesius and Pertinax to defend the Northern Wall… has missed something that he will not get
from any other writer” (Carpenter & Prichard, 297). Illustrated largely
by W. H. Drake and Kipling’s father, J. Lockwood Kipling, “this most
desirable pair… will always fill an honorable place in any library of
children’s books” (Quayle 87). First English edition of Second Jungle
Book issued only three days after the American edition. Without
rarely found dust jackets. Livingston 104, 116. With printed portrait
of Kipling tipped into The Jungle Book. Scattered light foxing, short
split to inner paper hinges of Second Jungle Book, interior of Jungle
Book fine, cloth exceptionally lovely with only most minor wear, gilt
exceptionally bright. A beautiful set.
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“When You Play A Game Of Thrones
You Win Or Die”
83.
MARTIN, George R.R. A Game of Thrones.
WITH: A Clash of Kings. Atlanta, 2000-2003. Two
volumes. Thick octavo, original cloth, dust jackets,
cloth slipcases. 
$3500.
Richly illustrated first signed limited editions, published by Meisha Merlin, of the first two novels in
“A Song of Ice and Fire”—“one of the best fantasy
series ever written”—each one of 448 numbered
copies boldly signed by George R.R. Martin and the
illustrators.
George R.R. Martin’s brilliantly conceived series
earned him the title of “the American Tolkien” (Time
Magazine). Critics deem Martin’s work “one of the
best fantasy series ever written” (Denver Post). Basis
for the HBO series. These two signed limited editions
are the only titles of the series published by Meisha
Merlin, preceded only by the trade first editions of
1996 and 1999. Subterranean Press, who took over
the series starting with the third book, did not issue
new signed limited editions of these first two titles
until 2014 and 2015. Each book is also signed on
the limitation page by its illustrator and by Charles
Keegan, who created the sigils and maps for both volumes. Both volumes in fine condition.

“…A Little Boy And His Bear Will Always
Be Playing”: First Edition Of The House
At Pooh Corner
84.
MILNE, A.A. The House at Pooh Corner.
London, 1928. Small octavo, original gilt-stamped
pictorial pink cloth, dust jacket. 
$4000.
First edition of Milne’s final Winnie-the-Pooh book,
delightfully illustrated by Ernest H. Shepard. A beautiful copy.
“Even as Milne celebrates childhood” in this, the final
book of his Pooh quartet, “he subtly prepares both
characters and readers for the inevitable need to forge
ahead” (Silvey, 462). The stories in this volume—the
de- and reconstruction of Eeyore’s house, Tigger’s
arrival in the Forest, Christopher Robin’s attempted
farewell in an Enchanted Place—bring to a close tales
that are “more successful as works written for children than anything else produced during children’s
literature’s Golden Age” (Carpenter, 205). Payne IVA.
Cutler & Stiles, 116. Book fine, dust jacket about-fine
with faint stain to dust jacket. A beautiful copy.
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“One Of The Greatest, Most Noble And Sublime Poems Which Either This Age Or Nation Has Produced”
85.
MILTON, John. Paradise Lost. London, 1669. Small quarto, 19th-century full pebbled olive morocco, custom clamshell box.
$45,000.
First edition, fifth title page, of Milton’s poetic masterpiece, his dramatic vision of Satan’s expulsion from Heaven and the temptation of
Adam and Eve. The excellent Macclesfield copy, with the arms of the Earls of Macclesfield in gilt on the front cover of the morocco binding
by Hatton. “Rare” (Wickenheiser).
John Dryden referred to Paradise Lost as “one of the greatest, most noble and sublime poems which either this age or nation has produced.”
Although the tremendously difficult circumstances under which Milton produced the work are legendary— he had been blinded by long
years of service as secretary under Cromwell and was in political disfavor after the restoration of Charles II— the troubled printing history of
the work is less well known. The publisher Samuel Simmons reluctantly agreed to print a small first edition of 1300 copies, as he was assuming a heavy risk in sponsoring an epic poem, for which no precedent in English
publishing had been established. The many issues of the first edition are distinguishable only by variations in the title page, and all six states of title pages can be
“A work of unparalleled imaginative
found combined with one or another states of preliminary leaves. This copy bears
genius that shapes English literature
the fifth cancel title page as described in Pforzheimer. It contains preliminaries
with the four-line “The Printer to the Reader” at the top of A2r—likely produced
even now.”—BBC
around the time of the printing of the fourth state of the title page. Pforzheimer
718. From the esteemed collection of the Earls of Macclesfield, North Library at Shirburn Castle, renowned for its extensive holdings in the
fields of science and early technology, history, travel and the military, with the Macclesfield coat-of-arms (“Sapere aude”) in gilt on the front
cover, armorial bookplate with manuscript shelf notations, and discreet blindstamp to first leaf of text. Title page with a bit of soiling, skillful
paper repairs to outer edge; a few minor marginal tears and repairs to corners of text, rarely touching border only, not text, which is generally
clean. Morocco joints rubbed, binding sound and attractive. An exceptionally desirable copy with distinguished provenance.
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“’Twas The Night Before Christmas…”
Signed By Clement Moore
86. MOORE, Clement C. Poems. New York, 1844. Small
octavo, contemporary three-quarter brown morocco gilt.
$15,000.
Rare first edition, presentation copy, of the volume containing the first appearance in a book by Moore of his immortal poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas” (pages 124-27), inscribed by Moore: “Mr. Miller, from the author. Dec. 1849.”
“Moore, a professor of Hebrew, wrote this poem in 1822 as
a Christmas gift for his children. A house guest copied it in
the fall of 1823 and later sent her copy to the editor of the
Troy Sentinel, where it was first published, anonymously,
December 23, 1823” (Grolier American 100 52). Numerous
newspaper printings followed the poem’s initial appearance in the Sentinel. The earliest known separate printing
was an illustrated broadsheet published circa 1830 (BAL
14346). Its earliest located formal book publication (and
its first appearance under Moore’s name) was in The NewYork Book of Poetry (BAL 14347), edited by Charles Fenno
Hoffman. The present volume contains the first appearance
of “A Visit from St. Nicholas” in a collection of Moore’s own
work. BAL 14348. Occasional marginal soiling, light foxing
to endpapers and flyleaves. Mild rubbing to contemporary
binding. An extremely good inscribed copy.

Lovely Original Color Drawing Of Linus From
Peanuts Given By Schulz To A Tennessee
Fan Who Interviewed Him For A Knoxville
Newspaper, Signed By Charles Schulz
87.
SCHULZ, Charles M. Drawing signed. No
place, 1995. Single sheet of paper, measuring 9-1/2
by 11-3/4 inches. 
$6800.
Wonderful large drawing of Linus sitting in the grass,
colored in marker and boldly inscribed by Charles
Schulz to a Peanuts fan and newspaper interviewer:
“For JOHN with friendship—Charles M. Schulz.”
Schulz was the most widely syndicated cartoonist in
history, with his work appearing in over 2300 newspapers. This drawing was likely completed after
Schulz gave an interview to Peanuts enthusiast John
French of The Knoxville News-Sentinel. Conducted on
the 45th anniversary of the Peanuts comic strip and
the 30th anniversary of A Charlie Brown Christmas,
the interview was held over telephone. An accompanying issue of the December 3, 1995 News-Sentinel
features French’s interview with Schulz. Also included is the original mailing envelope for the drawing
with a label from Schulz to French postmarked
December 8, 1995. Fine condition.
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“…We Can Have Lots Of Good Fun
That Is Funny!”
88. SEUSS, Dr. The Cat in the Hat. New York, 1957.
Octavo, original pictorial paper boards, dust jacket.
$6600.
First edition of this rare and important children’s
classic.
“Inspired by a thoughtful article by John Hersey in
Life magazine, entitled ‘Why do Students Bog Down
on the First R?,’ Seuss began to address the problem… Hersey’s contention was that the schools were
filled with ‘pallid primers’ such as Fun with Dick
and Jane… Seuss’ answer was The Cat in the Hat.
By enhancing everyday situations with irresistible
imaginary characters and telling the tales with cleverly rhymed, easily recognizable words, Seuss gave
control of learning to read back to children, while
providing wit, charm, comic verse, and a surprise on
every page” (Dr. Seuss from Then to Now, 45). Book
with slight soiling to bottom half inch of boards. Dust
jacket with mild rubbing, small closed tear to spine
head. A handsome copy in near-fine condition.

Signed Limited Large-Paper First Edition
Of Poor Cecco, Beautifully Illustrated By
Arthur Rackham, One Of Only 105 Copies
Signed By Margery Williams Bianco
89.
(RACKHAM, Arthur) BIANCO, Margery
Williams. Poor Cecco. New York, 1925. Quarto, original cream and blue paper boards, custom cardboard slipcase. 
$9500.
Signed limited large-paper first edition, one of only
105 copies signed by Margery Williams Bianco, of
her enchanting toy adventure, with seven full-page
mounted illustrations and numerous in-text line
drawings by Rackham.
“Margery Williams Bianco’s third children’s book, the
much admired Poor Cecco, is the story of a wooden
toy, a ‘loose-jointed thing like a dog,’ who gets out of
the toy cupboard and has a lengthy series of adventures with his friend Bulka the rag puppy” (Carpenter
& Prichard, 60). First published in serial form in Good
Housekeeping. Without slipcase. Latimore & Haskell,
59. Interior fine, slightest soiling to boards, mild toning to extremities. A very lovely near-fine copy.
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“A Tour De Force”: First Edition, One Of Only
500 Copies In Scarce Original Wrappers
90.
STEINBECK, John. Tortilla Flat. New York,
1935. Octavo, original wrappers, custom clamshell
box. 
$5200.
First edition, scarce wrappers issue, of Steinbeck’s
first popular success.
Tortilla Flat won John Steinbeck his first experience
of literary fame. Consisting of revised versions of earlier stories united in a structure that mirrors Malory’s
Morte D’Arthur, Tortilla Flat became “the book that
raised [Steinbeck] out of obscurity. Written under
the shadow of his mother’s illness and his father’s
decay, it is, strangely enough, the most comic of his
novels… Tortilla Flat is a tour de force. In retrospect
it is hard to think of any other American writer getting away with it… Only someone who truly loved
and knew these people could have so successfully
exaggerated and stylized their lives” (Benson, 276,
279). This issue is bound in wrappers (500 copies),
as opposed to the more common cloth (4000 copies);
no priority established. Interior fine, light toning to
extremities. A nearly fine copy.

“I’ll Be Ever’where—Wherever You Look.
Wherever They’s A Fight So Hungry People
Can Eat, I’ll Be There”
91. STEINBECK, John. The Grapes of Wrath. New
York, 1939. Octavo, original pictorial beige cloth,
dust jacket. 
$7200.
First edition, first issue, of Steinbeck’s most important
novel, his searing masterpiece of moral outrage and
“intense humanity,” winner of the 1940 Pulitzer Prize.
“It is a long novel, the longest that Steinbeck has
written, and yet it reads as if it had been composed
in a flash, ripped off the typewriter and delivered to
the public as an ultimatum… Steinbeck has written
a novel from the depths of his heart with a sincerity
seldom equaled” (Peter Monro Jack). “The Grapes of
Wrath is the kind of art that’s poured out of a crucible
in which are mingled pity and indignation… [It] is the
American novel of the season, probably the year, possibly the decade” (Clifton Fadiman). First issue, with
“First Published in April 1939” on copyright page
and first edition notice on front flap of dust jacket.
Goldstone & Payne A12a. Interior very fresh, lightest
toning to spine of about-fine book; mild edge-wear,
small closed tear with tape reinforcement to verso of
bright near-fine dust jacket.
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“We Are Spell-Bound, We Cannot Choose But Read”:
Rare First American Edition Of Wuthering Heights, Published Only
Five Months After The Virtually Unobtainable London First Edition
92. BRONTË, Emily. Wuthering Heights. New York, 1848. 12mo (5 by 7-1/2 inches), modern three-quarter green morocco gilt; original cloth bound in. 
$14,000.
Extraordinarily important and rare first American edition (published less than five months after the virtually unobtainable London first edition) of Emily Brontë’s passionate masterpiece.
Handsomely bound, with the original cloth bound in.
“Like Poems, Wuthering Heights was presented to an uncomprehending public without
preface, introduction or explanation and it was left to Charlotte, ever her sister’s apologist,
to insist that it was simply a tale of ‘the wild moors of the north of England’... An American
reviewer wrote in the Literary World: ‘Fascinated by strange magic we… are made subject to
the immense power of the book… we are spell-bound, we cannot choose but read’” (Barker,
502, 539-40). G.W. Peck wrote of it that “if the rank of a work of fiction is to depend solely
on its naked imaginative power, then this is one of the greatest novels in the language.”
One year after her only novel’s publication, Emily Brontë was dead of consumption. The
first London edition, was published December 4, 1847; this edition was published April
21, 1848, simultaneously as two parts in wrappers and as a single, clothbound volume.
Bound without rear blank. Smith, 74-75. Early owner signature of E.B. Carroll of Baltimore,
a member of the influential Carroll family of Maryland. Scattered foxing to text, far less
than usually seen; binding fine and handsome.
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“Wuthering Heights is
one of the only windows
we have available to
the interior life of its
fiercely private author,
and it is a staggering
accomplishment.”—
Constance Grady

“One Of The Definitive Foundation
Stones Of The Science Fiction Genre”
93.
VERNE, Jules. From the Earth to the Moon.
New York, 1874 [i.e. 1873]. Octavo, original giltstamped pictorial blue cloth. 
$3800.
First hardcover American edition of Verne’s “invention of modern science fiction,” with 80 full-page illustrations, in original bright cloth with the splendid,
gilt-stamped image of a rocket racing moonward.
First published in France in 1865 (De la Tere a la
Lune), Verne’s novel focuses on “the technical and
organizational preparations for the voyage, using
the actual blast-off as a climax—introducing thereby a new narrative realism… [O]ne of the definitive
foundation stones of the science fiction genre”
(Anatomy of Wonder II-1180). Without advertisements. Taves & Michaluk V003, V007. Edwards 3, 7.
Myers 26. Binder ticket. Only a few spots of foxing to
interior, slight wear and soiling to cloth, gilt bright.
A handsome, near-fine copy.

Signed Photograph Of Walt Whitman,
The Image Used In The 1889 Pocket
Edition Of Leaves Of Grass
94.
WHITMAN, Walt. Photograph signed. New
York, circa 1880. Photograph, measuring 4 by 6-1/4
inches; matted and framed, entire piece measures
10 by 12-1/4 inches. 
$7800.
Lovely phototype portrait of Walt Whitman, the image used for the 1889 “pocket edition” of Leaves of
Grass, boldly signed by Whitman in blue pencil.
“This photograph appears in 1889 Leaves (pocket
edition). Whitman asked Horace Traubel [his close
friend and literary executor] about this photo: ‘Do you
think it glum? severe? I have had that suspicion but
most people won’t hear to it’... Whitman records in his
daybooks receiving photos from Gutekunst in March
1880” (The Walt Whitman Archive). Whitman does
not appear to have been pleased with the photographs
from the 1880 sitting; he criticized a similar photograph from the same sitting to Traubel. Nevertheless,
Whitman returned to Gutekunst and received a number of portraits he liked better in 1889. Light foxing to
photograph. Near-fine, desirable signed.
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“The Most Influential Fantasy Novel Ever Written”
95. TOLKIEN, J.R.R. The Lord of the Rings. London, 1954-55. Three volumes.
Octavo, modern full black morocco gilt. 
$15,000.
First editions of all three volumes of Tolkien’s tour de force: his richly imagined,
elegantly crafted, wildly popular vision of the battle for the fate of Middle-Earth,
an exceptional set.
“The most influential fantasy novel ever written” (Clute & Grant, 951). Although
immediately occasioned by his publisher’s request for a sequel to The Hobbit
(1937), Tolkien’s incomparable epic draws on lore, legends and languages he had
been creating since World War I. Published in three volumes for practical reasons
(Tolkien always considered it a single novel), it is “one of [the 20th] century’s
lasting contributions to that borderland of literature between youth and age…
[and] to that select list of books which continue through the ages to be read by
children and adults with almost equal pleasure” (Eyre, 134-35). Return of the King
in Hammond’s revised second state of the first printing, with gathering mark
“4” and sagging type on page 49. Two Towers in second state of the first printing
(1954). Hammond & Anderson A5a. Fine condition, beautifully bound.

“All Modern Literature Comes From One Book
By Mark Twain. It’s The Best Book We’ve Had”
96. TWAIN, Mark. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Tom Sawyer’s
Comrade). New York, 1885. Octavo, original green pictorial cloth,
custom clamshell box. 
$12,000.
First edition, first issue, of “the most praised and most condemned
19th-century American work of fiction” (Legacies of Genius, 47), with
174 illustrations by Edward Kemble. A very nice unrestored copy.
Written over an eight-year period, Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn endured critical attacks from the moment of publication, standing accused of “blood-curdling humor,” immorality, coarseness and
profanity. The book nevertheless emerged as one of the defining novels
of American literature, prompting Hemingway to declare: “All modern
literature comes from one book by Mark Twain. It’s the best book we’ve
had. All American writing comes from that. There was nothing before.
There has been nothing since.” This copy has all of the commonly
identified first-issue points. BAL 3415. Johnson, 43-50. Bookplates.
Interior generally clean, a touch of rubbing to spine ends and corners
of clean cloth, gilt bright. An extremely good, unrestored copy.
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“One Of The Most Durable Works In American Literature”:
Rare First Edition, First State Of An American Highspot,
Mark Twain’s Adventures Of Tom Sawyer, 1876
97.
TWAIN, Mark. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Hartford, 1876. Square
octavo, original black- and gilt-stamped blue cloth, custom clamshell box.
$30,000.
Rare first American edition, first printing, first state, of one of the universally recognized masterpieces of American literature, Twain’s irrepressible and unforgettable “true boy’s book.”
“The first novel Mark Twain wrote without a co-author, Tom Sawyer is also his most
clearly autobiographical… Enlivened by extraordinary and melodramatic events,
it is otherwise a realistic depiction of the experiences, people and places that
Mark Twain knew as a child” (Rasmussen, 459). Originally published in England
(without illustrations), Tom Sawyer arrived at a momentous point in American
history: Custer had recently lost the battle at Little Big Horn and America was
celebrating its centennial. “Publication of Tom Sawyer was little noticed… The
book has, however, proved to be one of the most durable works in American literature. By the time of Twain’s death, it was his top-selling book. It has been
in print continuously since 1876, and has outsold all other Mark Twain works”
(Rasmussen, 459). “This was a true boy’s book, and surviving copies are proof of
how rough little boys can be on books” (MacDonnell, 40). First printing, first state
(with “THE” on half title in 10-point rather than 14-point type), peach endpapers,
printed on wove paper, preliminary matter paginated [I]-XVI and front and rear
triple flyleaves of laid paper. BAL 3369. Johnson, 27-30. Contemporary owner gift
inscription. Tiny tears to corners of pages 215, 243, and 245, only occasional marginal soiling to generally clean interior, more so to the rear endpapers, front inner
paper hinge expertly reinforced, corners and spine ends expertly restored, only
slight rubbing and soiling to original cloth, mild toning to spine, gilt bright. A
desirable first issue copy of this landmark in American literature.
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“I am persuaded that the
future historian of America will
find your works as indispensable to
him as a French historian finds the
political tracts of Voltaire.”
—George Bernard Shaw
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Lovely 22-Volume Hillcrest Edition Of Twain’s Writings,
With A Double Signature “S.L. Clemens / Mark Twain”
98.
TWAIN, Mark. The Writings of Mark Twain. Hartford & New York, 1901. Twenty-two volumes.
Octavo, contemporary three-quarter brown morocco gilt. 
$16,000.
Limited Riverdale edition of Twain’s works, one of 625 sets, with frontispieces (eleven hand-colored) and
numerous other illustrations, doubly signed: “S.L. Clemens / Mark Twain” on a tipped-in leaf, handsomely
bound by MacDonald.
“To understand America, read Mark Twain. No matter what new craziness pops up in America, I find it
described beforehand by him… He was never innocent, at home or abroad” (Garry Wills). Contains all
the principal novels, essays and sketches. Twain signed a number of leaves to be bound into sets of his
works; the signed tipped-in leaf in this set was presumably included by the publisher, although they
are not typically seen in the Riverdale edition. Expert repairs to joints or spine ends on a few volumes.
A handsome and fine set, most desirable with a Twain signature.

“The Most Effective Anti-War Statement In American Literature”
99. TRUMBO, Dalton. Johnny Got His Gun. New York, 1939. Octavo, original
yellow cloth, dust jacket. 
$3800.
First edition of Trumbo’s powerful award-winning novel, a handsome copy in
original dust jacket.
“In what is probably the most effective anti-war statement in American literature, Johnny Got His Gun, Trumbo relates the attempt of a soldier who lost his
limbs and the power of all his physical senses, except touch, to communicate his
convictions about the Great World War to those already preparing for the next
one (Allen, 1386-87). One of Hollywood’s premiere screenwriters, Trumbo was
blacklisted and jailed for contempt of Congress in 1950, and in 1960 “became the
first blacklisted screenwriter to be publicly reinstated.” “During his early years
as a screenwriter, Trumbo published several novels… Johnny was a great success,
winning the American Booksellers Award in 1940… It received considerable renewed attention during the Vietnam War era, and in 1971 Trumbo wrote, directed and partly financed a film version of the book. The film won the Cannes Prix
Spécial du Jury” (ANB). Faint trace of owner signature. Bookseller ticket. Book
fine; expert restoration to bright near-fine dust jacket.
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“Do Read This If You Have The Time. I Like It Better Than The Others”: First Edition Of Evelyn
Waugh’s Masterful Fourth Novel, An Exceptional Copy, Inscribed By Him, In Scarce Dust Jacket
100. WAUGH, Evelyn. A Handful of Dust. London, 1934. Octavo, original printed red and black cloth, dust jacket.
$28,500.
First edition of Waugh’s fourth novel, inscribed: “Do read this if you have time. I like it better than the others.
Evelyn Waugh.” A very nice and desirable inscribed copy in the original unrestored dust jacket.
“It was during his two months in Morocco at the beginning of 1934 that Evelyn Waugh wrote the major part of A
Handful of Dust. From the start he realized that this was different from anything he had attempted before.” With its
title taken from T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land— “I will show you fear in a handful of dust”—Waugh “put his comic genius in service to the most serious purpose, which was no less than a metaphysical, political and social critique of
the modern world.” Viewed as a turning point in his work, A Handful of Dust is widely considered “Waugh’s masterpiece, a distillation of his finest qualities as a literary artist, social observer and prophet” (Williamson, Conservative
Bookshelf, 238). It has won praise as “the best written novel Waugh has yet produced” (New Statesman), with a
story that is “both tragic and hilariously funny” (Saturday Review). Modern Library ranks A Handful of Dust as 34
on its “100 Best” English-language novels of the 20th century, and it has long remained one of Time magazine’s
“100 Best” English-language novels. Basis for the 1988 Oscar-nominated film starring Kristin Scott Thomas, James
Wilby and Richard Beale. First edition, with Waugh’s original ending, revised and given a happier conclusion for
American readers. With frontispiece illustration, three pages advertisements at rear. Without very scarce belly
band, typically not present. Book clean and near-fine, gilt quite bright; light toning and edge-wear to bright unrestored dust jacket. A near-fine copy of Waugh’s masterpiece, quite rare inscribed.
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“Something Unprecedented On The Stage”
(Sam Staggs): Streetcar Named Desire
101.
WILLIAMS, Tennessee. A Streetcar Named
Desire. New York, 1947 [i.e., 1948]. Octavo, original
pink paper boards, dust jacket, custom clamshell box.
$6200.
First edition of William’s first Pulitzer Prize-winning
drama, in scarce original dust jacket. A lovely copy.
Critically praised as “superb,” “fascinating” and
“a terrific adventure,” A Streetcar Named Desire
brought Williams his second New York Drama
Critics’ Circle Award—and a Pulitzer Prize. Williams
himself considered this his best play (Devlin, 50).
First issue, printed December 1947. Crandell A5.I.a.
Contemporary owner ink signature. Contemporary
newspaper clippings relating to the premiere of
the play at the Barrymore Theatre, starring Marlon
Brando and Jessica Tandy, laid in. Offsetting to endpapers (blank), with faint paperclip evidence, corners gently bumped, boards bright and clean. Scarce
original dust jacket exceptionally bright and unfaded
with a bit of wrinkling at corners and a few shallow
nicks to spine ends. A lovely, near-fine copy.

First Edition Of Look Homeward, Angel, Inscribed By Thomas Wolfe
102. WOLFE, Thomas. Look Homeward, Angel. New York, 1929. Octavo, original navy cloth, dust jacket, custom cloth clamshell box. 
$15,000.
First edition, first issue, of Wolfe’s first and most important novel, inscribed:
“Sincerely, Thomas Wolfe. Feb 1, 1938.”
“Here is a novel of the sort one is too seldom privileged to welcome. It is a book
of great drive and vigor, of profound originality, of rich and variant color… Wolfe
has a great gift—the ability to find in simple events and in humble, unpromising
lives the whole meaning and poetry of human existence” (New York Times). First
issue, with lower case “g” on page 308, line 26, and
missing “t” in “stationed” on page 506, line 23. Rare
first-state dust jacket, with photograph of Wolfe.
Only 3500 copies of the first printing were issued
with the first-state dust jacket. Johnston A.2.1.a. The
owner (presumably) has added “For N. Halliwell”
above the inscription. Book fine with interior generally quite clean, bright dust jacket with light wear to
spine ends and only mildest toning to extremities. A
near-fine inscribed copy.
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“No one is to
disturb another
in his speech by
hissing, coughing,
spitting, speaking
or whispering to
another…”

“No Other American Public Man Left So Enduring A Mark On Legislative Procedure”: A Rare Association Copy
Of The Earliest Extant (Arguably First) Edition Of Jefferson’s Manual, 1801—This Copy With An Inscription By
Alexander James Dallas, Who Began His Career As A Jefferson Appointee Before Serving In Madison’s Cabinet
103. JEFFERSON, Thomas. A Manual of Parliamentary Practice. For the Use of the Senate of the
United States. Washington City, 1801. 12mo (4 by 6-1/4 inches), contemporary full brown tree sheep.
$18,000.
Influential 1801 edition of Jefferson’s Parliamentary Manual, containing “the foundations of some of
the most important parts of the House’s practice” (Malone, 456). The earliest extant edition, this is
arguably the first edition, since the earlier listed by Sabin apparently never existed. With a presentation inscription by Alexander J. Dallas, President Madison’s Secretary of the Treasury and Acting
Secretary of War: “Presented by A. J. Dallas to [unclear] Levy in 1815.”
Jefferson first devised this Manual, a major influence on the United States Senate in its formative period, during his tenure as vice president. “Jefferson’s Manual is, without question, the distinguishing feature of his vice-presidency… [M]ore than a century and a half after he left his chair it was still
being printed in the current Senate Manual, along with the Declaration of Independence, Articles
of Confederation and Constitution” (U.S. Senate). Sabin identifies this edition as “another edition”
and lists two other editions that supposedly precede it, but which apparently never existed. This edition is the earliest extant edition
anyone has located. Sabin 35887. This copy is inscribed by Alexander J. Dallas who, born in Jamaica, began his career as an American
statesman while serving as Pennsylvania’s secretary of the commonwealth (1791-1801). Jefferson “appointed him U.S. attorney for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania in 1801, and he was still in that office when James Madison selected him in 1814 to become secretary of
the treasury.” Jefferson and Dallas were regular correspondents. “Under Dallas’ leadership, the Treasury Department was reorganized,
the federal debt lowered… [and] he championed the creation of what became the Second Bank of the U.S.” As Madison’s acting secretary
of war in 1815, Dallas “ably oversaw the drastic peacetime reduction of the army. In 1815 he also functioned briefly as the temporary
secretary of state’” before retiring, only to die the following year (ANB). Title page with small excision above the title, likely to remove a
signature. Text quite fresh with trace of scattered foxing, handsome contemporary tree sheep binding with expert restoration.
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Extraordinary Revolutionary War Autograph Envelope With George Washington’s
Rare Large Free Franking Signature, Addressed To Major Villefranche At West Point
104.

WASHINGTON, George. Autograph free frank. No place, circa 1780. Single address leaf, manuscript on recto. 

$16,500.

Exceedingly rare original Revolutionary autograph envelope containing Washington’s rare and extremely large free franking signature on
a leaf addressed to Major Villefranche at West Point. Washington’s free franking signature dating from the Revolutionary War is most rare.
This rare Revolutionary War autograph envelope bears George Washington’s large free franking signature on the address leaf of a letter
(not present) addressed to “Major Villefranche, Engineer, West Point.” In 1781, Washington called the fortified site of West Point “the
most important post in America,” and he worked to keep control of West Point throughout the Revolutionary War. In the summer of 1780,
Villefranche was ordered to the post to repair it. Although the exact date of the envelope is unknown, Villefranche was stationed at West
Point while Benedict Arnold was attempting to traitorously deliver the fort to the British. A number of letters between Washington and
Villefranche have been published on securing and preparing West Point from 1780 to 1783. Exactly which letter from General Washington
traveled in this envelope is unknown, of course. “At the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, in 1775, Congress granted the franking privilege [permitting them to send mail without charge under their covering signature] to members of the Continental Congress and to military
personnel, thus allowing the speedy flow of official mail by either civil or military couriers… Washington used military couriers almost
exclusively, merely writing ‘Public Service’ and his signature, or perhaps ‘Free’ and his signature, or just his signature on the cover of his
letters” (Hamilton, 225-26). With remnants of original red wax seal and embossment, in addition to corresponding small tear as the result
of opening the envelope. Fine condition, Washington’s signature exceptionally bold and clear.
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“Be Encouraged, All Ye Friends Of Freedom…
Tremble All Ye Oppressors Of The World!”
105. PRICE, Richard. A Discourse on the Love of
Our Country, Delivered on Nov. 4, 1789. London,
1789. Slim octavo, period-style half brown calf.
$4000.
First edition of Price’s incendiary work, which
sparked Edmund Burke’s strong refutation in
Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790)
and Wollstonecraft’s eloquent endorsement in
Vindication of the Rights of Men (1790).
Richard Price was “the most influential British advocate of American independence” (Howes P586).
In November 1789, within months of the French
Revolution, Price’s Discourse triggered a war of
words that ignited Burke’s incendiary refutation in
Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790), and
prompted Wollstonecraft’s ringing endorsement in
Vindication of the Rights of Men (1790). Price traces
the course of human rights furthered by revolution—
from England’s Glorious Revolution to the American
and French Revolutions. Above all, Price’s Discourse
remains a powerful and eloquent “essay on patriotism, its true nature, its rights and duties” (Thomas,
150). Text fresh with only light scattered foxing. A
fine wide-margined copy, handsomely bound.

“These Are The Times That Try Men’s Souls”
106. PAINE, Thomas. The Writings. Albany, New York, 1792. Octavo,
period-style full brown tree calf. 
$7500.
First edition of the collected Writings of Thomas Paine, with the important first collected American edition of The Crisis, this copy notably
containing the rarely found general title page and list of Subscriber’s
Names, including leaders such as James Madison, his future VicePresident, Gerry Elbridge, and Nathan Hale, handsomely bound.
“For 230 years Americans have drawn ideas, inspiration and encouragement from Thomas Paine” (Kaye, 249). This important early collection contains first Albany printings of nine of Paine’s most significant
writings, each separately printed with its own title page. Included is
the 1792 first collected American edition of The Crisis, one of Paine’s
most seminal works. “When Washington’s troops floundered in the
War of Independence to which Paine had given birth, he rejuvenated the dispirited soldiers” with The Crisis, “opening with the flaming
watchword ‘These are the times that try men’s souls.’ Washington
was so impressed that he ordered it read to all the troops at Valley
Forge” (Gimbel-Yale 405). Also included are: the first Albany printing
of Common Sense (1791); the second American edition of Public Good
[1792]; Paine’s letters to Abbe Raynal and others (all 1792); and the
fourth American edition of Rights of Man [Part I] (1792). Faint occasional penciled marginalia. Interior fresh, professionally cleaned. A pivotal
volume of Paine’s core writings, near-fine in period-style tree calf.
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“These Antipatriotic Prejudices Are The Abortions Of Folly Impregnated By Faction”: A Great
Rarity, First Edition, First Issue, Of Taxation No Tyranny, 1775, Samuel Johnson’s Highly
Controversial Response To The Rebellious American Colonies—One Of Only 500 Copies
107.
JOHNSON, Samuel. Taxation No Tyranny; An Answer to the Resolutions and Address of the
American Congress. London, 1775. Octavo, 20th-century full dark blue morocco gilt rebacked with original
spine laid down. 
$17,500.
First edition, exceedingly rare first issue, of Johnson’s controversial attack on the revolutionary stirrings in
Americans, an incendiary work, published shortly before the Battles of Lexington and Concord, that led a
Member of Parliament to call for Boston to be “destroyed like Carthage” and doubtless spurred the cause of
the Revolution. Handsomely bound by Zaehnsdorf.
Samuel Johnson, renowned for his Dictionary (1755)—“the most amazing, enduring and endearing one-man
feat in the field of lexicography” (PMM)—made a far more controversial impact in this “most notorious pronunciamiento in support of George III’s government, his anti-American pamphlet, Taxation No Tyranny” (Wain,
280-85). In Taxation, Johnson speaks with pronounced disdain of the First Continental Congress. Johnson
especially “disliked the rebel colonists for their hatred of authority, their unseemly scramble for money, and
especially their dependence on slaves… Likewise, many colonists saw in
Johnson everything they disliked about the mother country—and yet they
continued to read, and even admire, the work of this propagandist for King
“Indeed, the freedom with
George III. George Washington’s copy of Johnson’s Dictionary survives…
which Dr. Johnson condemns
Benjamin Franklin met Johnson in London in 1760… Members of the
founding generation relied on Johnson when they wrote their most importwhatever he disapproves of is
ant works” (Lynch, New York Times). First edition, first issue: “page 2 has
astonishing.”—Fanny Burney
the press-figure 1” (ESTC T49891); page 90 with Fleeman press figure 1. “In
March of 1775 Johnson paid William Strahan for printing 500 copies of this
edition” (Adams, American Controversy 75-69a), and after making a number of textual changes, he ordered
1000 more copies from Strahan. Adams, American Controversy 75-69a. Lightly penciled bibliographic notes to
blank preliminary. Interior very fresh with only a few instances of faint foxing, expert paper repairs to a few
leaves, just touching text on pages 89-90. An exceptional copy, beautifully bound.
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“The Most Learned Statement Of
The Constitutional Grounds For
Colonial Resistance”
108.
ADAMS, John and LEONARD, Daniel.
Novanglus, and Massachusettensis; or Political
Essays, Published in the Years 1774 and 1775.
Boston, 1819. Octavo, contemporary three-quarter
brown calf rebacked. 
$4000.
First edition of John Adams’ Novanglus letters defending the autonomy of the colonies, a series of essays that appeared under his pseudonym in a Boston
newspaper just prior to Lexington and Concord, together complete in book form for the first time.
Adams’ Novanglus letters became “the most
learned… statement of the strictly constitutional
grounds for colonial resistance… the American
cause could find no better spokesman” (Smith).
Writing under the pseudonym of Novanglus,
Adams presented “the most thorough examination
of America’s constitutional relationship with Great
Britain published before Independence… Adams’
expansive defense of the colonies’ autonomy would
play an important role in America’s intellectual
justification for declaring independence from Great
Britain” (Ryerson). Howes A63. Sabin 263. With
contemporary armorial bookplate of the British
Pepperell baronetcy. Text fresh, expert restoration
to extremities of contemporary marbled boards.

“One Of The Best American Travel
Books Ever Written”
109.
BARTLETT, John. Personal Narrative
of Explorations and Incidents in Texas, New
Mexico, California, Sonora, and Chihuahua. New
York, 1854. Two volumes. Octavo, contemporary
three-quarter polished brown calf gilt. 
$4000.
First edition of Bartlett’s cornerstone two-volume
work of southwestern travel and exploration—“an
essential book for the southwest”—with large folding
map and 16 tinted lithographs (two folding), as well
as numerous other full-page plates and in-text illustrations, a superb copy handsomely bound.
“Bartlett’s Narrative is the most scholarly and scientific description of Southwest Texas of its era. Streeter called it the first thoroughly scholarly description of the Southwest... [Bartlett] served for three years,
traveled thousands of miles, and produced one of the best American travel books
ever written” (Basic Texas Books 12). “An essential book for the southwest” (Graff
198). Interior quite fresh, small expert repair to folding map, mild rubbing to
contemporary marbled boards. A lovely about-fine copy.
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“If The Union Of The Whole Is Impossible, The Attempt Of A Part Must Be Madness”:
Benjamin Franklin On The American Colonies, Exceedingly Scarce 1760 First Edition
110. FRANKLIN, Benjamin. The Interest of Great Britain Considered, With Regard to her Colonies,
And the Acquisitions of Canada and Guadaloupe. To which are added, Observations concerning the Increase of Mankind, Peopling of Countries, &c. London, 1760. Slim octavo, 20th-century
three-quarter burgundy morocco. 
$11,000.
First edition (preceding the American) of this very scarce and important 1760 Franklin work on the future of
the American colonies and Canada at the end of the French and Indian War, with Franklin seeking to quiet
British fears about colonial rebellion by noting only “the most grievous tyranny and oppression” could trigger
an American revolution—“one of his most important publications in pamphlet form” (Papers of Benjamin
Franklin), handsomely bound by Goodspeed of Boston.
In 1760, when Interest in Great Britain was published, Franklin was still “very much the loyal Englishman”
(Wood, Americanization, 82). He anticipated British victory in the French and Indian War, urging the English
retention of Canada: “Canada in the hands of France has always stinted the growth of our colonies… with
Canada in our possession, our people in America will increase amazingly” (19, 23). Of particular note in
this work is Franklin’s dismissal of British fears that growth of its American colonies might be dangerous to
Britain, as Americans might unify and rebel. “The best way to assure continued harmony, he wrote, was to
provide safe and abundant land so that the colonies could expand… The conflicts, he believed, grew from
the attitude of British mercantilists, who… viewed the colonies as a market to be exploited” (Isaacson, 201).
“Britain would therefore be best served, he [argued], by treating the people of the colonies as full citizens,
with the same liberties and rights and economic aspirations. He would, in the end, fail to sell the British
ministry on this expansive vision of imperial harmony. But he and others who argued for Britain’s retain
of Canada did prevail” (Isaacson, 202). This work also includes an extract from Franklin’s Observations
Concerning the Increase of Mankind (1751), in which he discusses with remarkable accuracy the inevitable
population growth of the colonies, outlines basic differences between life in America and in Europe, and
“in some points anticipates the Malthusian theory of population” (DNB). Evans 8601. Sabin 35450. Howes
J26. Ford 262. Faint ink notation on title page. Fine condition.
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“John Brown Agent Of National Kansas Committee”:
Rare Twice-Signed Autograph Receipt Written By
Radical Abolitionist John Brown, Penned Just One
Year And One Day Before His Execution For
The Harpers Ferry Slave Insurrection
111.
BROWN, John. Autograph receipt signed. Osawatomie,
Kansas, December 2, 1858. Partial sheet of lined paper, measuring
7-3/4 by 3-1/2 inches, matted and framed, measures 23 by 16 inches.
$12,000.
Rare twice-signed autograph receipt, entirely in abolitionist John
Brown’s hand, acknowledging the payment of $10, as well as one
pair of pants, and one pair of mitts, written just one year and one day before Brown’s execution for the Harpers
Ferry Slave Insurrection, one of the major precursors to the Civil War.
This signed autograph receipt, dated “Osawatomie, Kansas, 2d, Decem, 1858,” reads in full: “$10. Received
of Rev SL Adair $10, Ten Dollars in part payment of the National Kansas Committee claim against Andrew
Updegraff. John Brown Agent of National Kansas Committee. Also received of same one pair Pants, & one pair
Mitts. Decem 2d 1858. John Brown Agent of National Kansas Committee.” By 1858, the threat of exposure and his
more moderate supporters’ resistance to Brown’s plans limited the amount he could collect from established
organizations. This receipt appears to record a donation made to support Brown’s own efforts, such as the 1858
Christmas raid into Missouri and his still unrealized plans for Virginia. The Reverend Samuel Lyle Adair, who
made the donation, was a fervent abolitionist and the husband of Brown’s half-sister, Florella. The couple had
moved to the Kansas Territory in 1854 and personally witnessed the violence wrought by the slavery conflict.
The Adair home served as a safehouse for Brown when he arrived in Kansas in 1855 and Adair himself served
as a conduit for money supporting free-state activities. Andrew Updegraff, like Adair, was present at the 1856
raid on Osawatomie. The clothes in the donation were likely for the needy families in Osawatomie; Adair and
Updegraff both assisted in distributing such items. A year and a day after this receipt was penned, John Brown
was executed for leading the raid against the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry. Instead of sparking rebellion,
Brown became an abolitionist martyr after he was captured, tried, and hanged for treason. Fine condition.
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“Bury Me Not In The Land Of Slaves”
112. (DOUGLASS, Frederick) (HARPER, Frances E.W.)
CHILD, Lydia Maria. The Freedmen’s Book. Boston,
1865. Small octavo, original green cloth. 
$3800.
First edition of Child’s important collection of key writings
by Phillis Wheatley, Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs
and Francis E.W. Harper, together in one volume for the
first time with Child’s biographies of Toussaint Louverture,
Wheatley, Douglass, John Brown, Ignatius Sancho and
many more, published at the end of the Civil War.
Child “entered the fight against slavery in the very earliest years of the struggle” (Meltzer, 26). “She wrote
abolitionist works that became legendary, including…
[The] Freedman’s Book” (Anderson, 28). Child’s volume
of “biographical sketches of notable Africans, African
Caribbeans and African Americans, fictional stories
and advice essays, could be used as single readings in
classroom.” It stands in vivid contrast to the same era’s
Third Freedmen’s Reader, also intended to teach freed
slaves. Unlike Child’s book, the Reader spoke little of
“the rights and liberties of free people and… reiterated
the importance of accepting the social and economic
roles that would be dictated to the freed people by former masters” (Buchart, 74-8). Text very fresh and bright,
minor expert repairs to front joint and spine ends.

“The First Modern President”:
Inscribed By McKinley To His Personal
Secretary At Christmas
113. MCKINLEY, William. Speeches and Addresses.
New York, 1893. Octavo, original blue cloth.  $6500.
First edition of President McKinley’s Speeches, from
his time as a member of Congress from Ohio to 1893,
inscribed in the year of publication to his private secretary: “To Mr. James Boyle. With the sincere regards of
William McKinley, Dec 25/93.”
“McKinley was the first modern president. When he
exercised the war powers to govern the first overseas
territories that the United States had acquired, when he
exerted public pressure on Congress to support his policies, and when he used the press and his travels to rally
public opinion, he laid a foundation of activism upon
which Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson built”
(ANB). This volume brings together McKinley’s speeches
delivered between April 1878 and June 1893 while he was
an up-and-coming Representative in the U.S. Congress
from Ohio. McKinley inscribed this presentation copy at
Christmas to James Boyle, who was his trusted adviser
and served as his private secretary during McKinley’s
tenure as governor of Ohio. Text fresh, reinforced inner
hinges and spine ends, faint edge-wear to bright cloth.
A handsome extremely good copy.
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“The Russians Are Quite Out Of It And Better
Stop Before The Germans Take Petrograd”
114. PATTON, George S. Autograph letter signed.
Chaumont, France, September 18, 1917. Single leaf
(8-1/4 by 10-1/2 inches), custom cloth portfolio.
$6000.
Scarce World War I autograph letter signed by Patton
dated September 18, 1917, written to his father, containing foresight about the potentially dire consequences of instability in Russia and demonstrating
his genius for both politics and military strategy by
observing peace “of course would be simply a truce
and the next time the allies will probably be lined up
in a different way.”
“Genius might be an apt word to apply to Patton”
(Hassell, xvi). That legendary brilliance is already
evident in this September 18, 1917 letter to his father,
written soon after he was appointed Post Adjutant in
command of AEF headquarter forces in Chaumont,
France. Only a month after Patton wrote in this letter,
“The Russians are quite out of it,” Trotsky became
president of the Petrograd Soviet and in November
the Russian Revolution changed the course of history. Photographic print (8 by 10 inches) of Patton as a
three-star general—indicating it was shot after 1943—
laid in. An exceptionally fine WWI Patton letter.

“To The German Commander: Nuts!”
115.
MCAULIFFE, Anthony. Facsimile document
signed. No place, circa 1947. Single sheet of cream and
beige paper, measuring 8-1/2 by 11 inches; pp. 1.  $8000.
Facsimile of General McAuliffe’s powerful December 1944
greeting card to American soldiers fighting at the Battle of
the Bulge, signed by McAuliffe.
This facsimile of General McAuliffe’s inspirational
Christmas greeting (formatted like a newsletter) sent to
soldiers fighting at the Battle of the Bulge. “In mid-December 1944... the 101st Airborne Division of the United States
Armed Forces was holed up in Bastogne while German armored divisions encircled the town... On December 22, the
American troops were sent an ultimatum from the German
forces outside of the town, demanding ‘the honorable surrender’ of the town within two hours. General McAuliffe
reply was brief and succinct: ‘To the German Commander:
N U T S ! The American Commander’... Contrary to German
expectations, the 101st held out and reinforcements arrived in the form of the US Army’s 4th Armored Division...
[B]y the end of January 1945, the Allies had retaken all
the territory lost to the Germans and were headed toward
Berlin” (National Archives). Fine condition.
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Inscribed By John F. Kennedy:
Profiles In Courage—The Copy Of
Playboy Founder Hugh Hefner
116.
KENNEDY, John F. Profiles in Courage.
New York, 1956. Octavo, original half black cloth,
dust jacket. 
$9200.
Early printing of Kennedy’s Pulitzer-winning examination of “that most admirable of human virtues, inscribed: “To Adelaide, Best wishes, John F. Kennedy.”
The copy of Hugh Hefner, with his bookplate and a
letter from the trustee of his estate.
“A series of sketches of American politicians who
risked their careers in the cause of principle… The
book was popular history of high order, and it received the Pulitzer Prize for biography in 1957”
(ANB). Printed eight months after the first printing.
This is the copy of Hugh Hefner, the founder and
editor-in-chief of Playboy, with Hefner’s bookplate.
Hefner maintained a large library containing books
by his friends; books of general or cultural interest
(or specific interest to the founder of Playboy like this
one); and books published by Playboy. Hugh Hefner
“not only became a strong JFK supporter but made
his magazine into a clearing house for the efforts of
the Kennedy Circle” (Watts, “This History Reader”).
A lovely inscribed copy.

Signed By All Members
Of The Warren Court, Circa 1960
117.
(SUPREME COURT) WARREN, Earl.
Photographic portrait signed. Washington, circa
1960. Black-and-white photographic print, measuring 16-1/2 by 12 inches. 
$3800.
Large photographic portrait of the “Warren Court”
after Potter Stewart’s appointment in 1958, signed
by all nine justices, including Black, Frankfurter,
and Warren.
“Among chief justices of the U.S. Supreme Court,
Warren ranks as the most dominant and influential
after John Marshall… In his advocacy of the inviolable nature of fundamental rights, Warren in effect
defined the differences between liberal and conservative interpreters of the Constitution… More than most
leading American figures of his time, he left an indelible stamp” (ANB). In addition to Chief Justice Warren,
the portrait also shows Associate Justices Hugo Black,
Charles Evans Whittaker, Felix Frankfurter, William
O. Douglas, John Marshall Harlan II, Potter Stewart,
Tom C. Clark, and William J. Brennan. The portrait is
signed by all of the justices in the margin below the
image. A handsome signed portrait.
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“Photographer Ansel Adams has been
visionary in his efforts to preserve this
country’s wild and scenic areas, both in film
and on Earth.”—Jimmy Carter

“Snow-Capped Peaks And Gemlike Mountain Lakes”
118.
ADAMS, Ansel. Sierra Nevada: The John Muir Trail.
Berkeley, 1938. Large folio (13 by 17 inches), modern full gray morocco gilt with inlaid pictorial design; remnants of original ivory
cloth binding bound in. 
$8500.
Signed limited first edition, one of only 500 copies signed by Adams,
who “realized in his pictures what Walt Whitman celebrated in his
poetry,” featuring 50 luminous mounted halftone prints including
“Half Dome.” Beautifully bound.
Adams photographed these “snow-capped peaks and gemlike
mountain lakes… so persuasively that it has seemed to most younger photographers of ambition that that book has been closed”
(Szarkowski, American Landscapes, 13-14). In the luminous images
of Sierra Nevada, this superlative landscape photographer affirms
his renown for elevating “the act of photography to a religious experience. He realized in his pictures what Walt Whitman celebrated
in his poetry: the uniqueness of American landscape and nature”
(Icons of Photography, 96). Each separately mounted halftone print
measures nine by seven inches. Plates and text fine, original cloth
rubbed with tears to spine, bound in at rear of text.
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The Most Famous Photograph Of Muhammad Ali—
One Of Only 350 Signed By Both Ali And
Photographer Neil Leifer

Fantastic Poster-Sized Action Photograph Of The
Famous “Thrilla In Manila,” One Of Only 24 Copies
Signed By Both Ali And Frazier

119. (ALI, Muhammad) LEIFER, Neil. Large original color photograph signed. No place, November 8, 1993. Poster-sized photographic print, image measures 20 by 20 inches. 
$7500.

120. (ALI, Muhammad and FRAZIER, Joe) LEIFER, Neil. Large
original color photograph signed. Manila, Philippines, October
1, 1975 (printed November 1993). Poster-sized photographic print
(20 by 24 inches), signed beneath the image. 
$7200.

Extraordinary poster-size color photograph of Muhammad Ali towering over a knocked-out Sonny Liston during their May 25, 1965,
championship match—generally considered one of the greatest
sports photographs of all time—one of only 350 copies signed by Ali
and the photographer Neil Leifer.

Extraordinary poster-size color photograph of Smokin’ Joe Frazier
taking a punishing straight right hand from Muhammad Ali during
the late rounds of the “Thrilla in Manila,” one of only 24 signed
by both Ali and Frazier and the photographer Leifer, from the total
edition of only 350 copies printed.

Ali was a heavy underdog when he met Sonny Liston for the heavyweight championship on February 25, 1964, at Miami Beach, FL, but
he won the fight when Liston failed to come out for the 8th round,
claiming a shoulder injury. In the very first minute of the first round of
their May 25, 1965, rematch at Lewiston, ME, Ali knocked Liston out
with a punch that few observers even saw, and only photographer
Neil Leifer managed to capture the moment perfectly. When Sports
Illustrated published its special issue, “The Century’s Greatest Sports
Photos,” this photograph was used as the cover. Fine condition.

October 1, 1975 was the third time that Smokin’ Joe Frazier and
Muhammad Ali clashed, each having beaten the other once before.
The “Thrilla in Manila” was a highpoint in Ali’s fascinating career,
and is ranked by many as the greatest Heavyweight Championship
fight of all-time. After a brutal, punishing battle, Joe Frazier could not
answer the bell for the 15th round, and Ali won by TKO. This image
perfectly captures the passion of that Titanic match. Fine condition.
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“To Visualize The Events Of The Bible In A Grand Style”:
Magnificent Large Folio Illustrated King James Bible, Cambridge 1660
121. BIBLE. The Holy Bible Containing the Bookes of the Old and New Testament. Cambridge, 1660, 1659. Two volumes. Large, thick
folio (13 by 19-1/2 inches), contemporary full paneled black morocco gilt rebacked with original spines neatly laid down.  $32,000.
Monumental 1660 Cambridge edition of the King James Bible, richly illustrated with
engraved title page, 128 double-page engravings after Rubens, De Bruyn de Vos,
Tintoretto and others, eight folding maps (including a double hemisphere and a plan
of Jerusalem), 13 engraved portraits of apostles and 12 small plates mounted on four
sheets of scenes from Revelations. Beautifully bound in nicely restored contemporary
paneled morocco-gilt.
“In 1660, John Ogilby reissued the large folio Bible of 1659, published by John Field,
the printer to the University of Cambridge, with a number of additional engraved
plates… For this issue, Ogilby supplied eight whole sheet engravings, seven of
which were by [Wenceslaus] Hollar… Nicolaes Visscher supplied Ogilby with sets of
engravings from his own stock, most of which were the work of Cornelis Visscher,
after Rubens, de Vos, de Bruyn, Tintoretto and others… Ogilby’s Bible was a very
expensive book… It presented the standard text of the Authorized Version in perhaps
the most impressive form available in the mid-17th century” (Museum of the History
of Science, Oxford). The collation and number of plates vary greatly from copy to
copy—the present copy is bound with the largest number of illustrations we have
seen offered. The most expensive of these Bibles were ruled in red—as is this copy.
Without the Volume II title page or separate New Testament title page. Marginal paper repairs to title page, just touching image at lower corner only, occasional creasing and marginal edge-wear to plates, with a few paper repairs to versos, particularly along splits at folds, expert restoration to contemporary morocco bindings. An
excellent copy of this dramatically and beautifully illustrated folio Bible, with one of
the largest complement of the Visscher plates known in this edition.
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“So David Reigned Over All Israel”
122. (ILLUMINATED LEAF). Illuminated Leaf from an Antiphonal. Ferrara, Italy, circa 1455-60. Single vellum leaf (6-1/2 by 6 inches), illuminated in gold, black, white, gray, yellow, pink, green, and blue inks; matted
and framed, measures 13-1/2 by 13-1/2 inches. 
$16,500.
Beautiful, oversize illuminated miniature from an Italian Antiphonal, comprising a large, hand-colored image of
King David in prayer.
This beautiful illuminated miniature is from an Antiphonal (choirbook) from early 15th-century Ferrara, Italy.
The unusually large miniature depicts David kneeling in prayer with God looking down on him. The style and
color of this leaf place the artist within the Ferrarese tradition of the mid-15th century. There, teams of illuminators worked together to produce some of the most extravagant manuscripts of the period. Slight rubbing to gilt
and unobtrusive creasing. A splendid piece in beautiful condition.
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“Conceived Harmoniously And Made Beautifully”: The Famed FiveVolume Nonesuch Bible—One Of Only 75 Copies On Arnold Rag Paper
123. (NONESUCH PRESS) BIBLE. The Holy Bible, reprinted according to the
Authorized Version 1611. London, 1924-27. Five volumes. Narrow quarto, original
full vellum, two custom clamshell boxes. 
$7500.
Splendid private-press limited edition of the Bible, this copy one of only 75 unnumbered sets on Arnold unbleached rag paper and bound in vellum. A splendid
production typeset by Nonesuch founder Francis Meynell, illustrated with five
beautifully engraved title pages by Stephen Gooden, and handsomely printed by
Frederick Hall at the Oxford University Press.
The printing of the famous five-volume Nonesuch Bible began in 1924 with The
Apocrypha (becoming Volume IV of the final set). Originally intended as a standalone volume, The Apocrypha was so beautiful that the project was enlarged
to encompass the entire Bible. This is one of 75 unnumbered copies printed on
Arnold rag paper and bound in full vellum (as this copy) or morocco; a further
1000 copies (1250 of the Apocrypha) were printed on Japon vellum paper and
issued in parchment boards. Ransom, Nonesuch 18, 36. The printed colophon at
the rear of Volume I notes that this copy was printed for Maysie Murray Bowser.
Fine condition. A superb and quite desirable fine press edition of the Bible.

Illuminated Leaf From A Choir Book, Circa 1475-1500
124.
ILLUMINATED INITIAL. Initial ‘V’ from a Choir Book. Northern
Italy, Ferrara (?), circa 1475-1500. Folio, leaf measures approximately 14-1/2
inches by 17 inches; matted and framed. 
$7000.
Superb illuminated leaf, the initial ‘V’ decorated with plump acanthus and a
palette of blue, mauve, red and green.
From Videntes Joseph, the third reading for Sunday in Lent. Fine condition,
beautifully matted and framed.
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Early Edinburgh Edition Of The King
James Bible, 1726, Issued With Psalms Of
David In Metre, In Lovely Contemporary
Scottish Binding
125. BIBLE. The Holy Bible, Containing the Old
Testament and the New: Newly Translated out
of the Original Tongues. Edinburgh, 1726. Quarto,
contemporary full black morocco gilt. 
$4800.
First Baskett King James Bible with an Edinburgh imprint, in very handsome contemporary Scottish morocco-gilt binding.
The King James Bible, first published in 1611, is described as “the only literary masterpiece ever to be
produced by a committee and was the work of nearly 50 translators… [who] lived at a period when the
genius of the language was in full flower.” Set in
Roman type in double columns and illustrated with
woodcut royal arms on the title pages (general and
separate New Testament title page). Bound without
Apocrypha. Darlow & Moule 759. Herbert 975. Expert
restoration to spine ends. A lovely Bible in contemporary Scottish morocco-gilt, with only light age-wear,
in excellent condition.

Handsome 1726 John Baskett Bible And
Book Of Common Prayer
126. BIBLE. The Book of Common Prayer. BOUND
WITH: The Holy Bible. BOUND WITH: The Whole
Book of Psalms Collected into English Metre.
London and Oxford, 1726-27. Thick quarto, contemporary full paneled dark green calf gilt rebacked
with original spine laid down. 
$6800.
Lovely 1726 Book of Common Prayer, Bible (with the
Apocrypha), and Psalms in Meter, in contemporary
paneled calf.
Baskett brought his quarto Book of Common Prayer to
the Oxford press three times in 1726/27 and his quarto
Bible twice. This printing of the Bible may actually
have post-dated the accession of George II to the
throne in June 1727, since the Old Testament title page
is dated 1727 and the type newly reset (perhaps in
commemoration) (see Herbert 967). With Apocrypha
and Index. Herbert 979, 983. Early armorial bookplate. Text generally quite clean, with wormholing
to text of last 15 leaves of the Apocrypha, the New
Testament, and the first half of the metrical Psalter,
contemporary calf-gilt quite lovely. A handsome copy.
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Beautiful Illuminated
Leaf From A 15th-Century
Belgian Book Of Hours,
Featuring A Very Large
Floriated Initial And A
Striking Miniature Of The
Agony In The Garden
127.
(ILLUMINATED LEAF).
Illuminated Leaf from a Book
of Hours. Bruges, Belgium, circa 1460-79. Single vellum leaf
(5-1/2 by 7-3/4 inches), illuminated in gold, black, white,
gray, red, pink, green, blue, and
brown inks; matted and window
framed, entire piece measures
16 by 13 inches. 
$11,500.
Beautiful illuminated leaf from
a 15th-century Belgian Book of
Hours—likely for English use—
featuring a very large floriated
initial; a lovely, detailed miniature of the Agony in the Garden;
and an elaborate floral border.
This beautiful illuminated leaf
is from a Book of Hours, use of
Sarum, from Bruges, Belgium,
circa 1460-1479. This Book of
Hours was probably for export,
as the use of Sarum (or Sarum
Rite) was most widely adopted
throughout the nations of the
British Isles. The miniature carefully depicts the Agony in the
Garden (the events at the Garden
of Gethsemane between the Last
Supper and Jesus’ arrest). This
leaf is executed in a style reminiscent of Willem Vrelant and his
Bruges school of illumination,
active in the second half of the
15th century. Fine condition.
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“Lord, Rebuke Me Not
In Thy Fury”
128.
(ILLUMINATED LEAF).
Illuminated Leaf from a Book
of Hours. Northern France, circa 1470. Single vellum leaf (5
by 6-1/4 inches), illuminated
in gold, black, white, gray, red,
pink, green, blue, and brown
inks; matted and window
framed, entire piece measures
16 by 13 inches. 
$11,000.
Beautiful illuminated leaf from
a French Book of Hours, featuring five splendid miniatures depicting The Last Judgment and
scenes from the life of David;
three lines of Latin text from the
Penitential Psalms; and an elaborate three-line initial.
This beautiful illuminated leaf
is from a Book of Hours from
France, circa 1470. It comprises
three lines from the beginning
of the Seven Penitential Psalms
and five elaborate miniatures
depicting The Last Judgment and
scenes from the life of David,
such as David slaying Goliath
and God choosing David to be
king. A beautiful, unusual leaf in
about-fine condition.
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Of Exceptional Rarity: 1814 First Edition Of
The First Hebrew Bible Published In America
129.
HEBREW BIBLE. Biblia Hebraica. Philadelphia, 1814. Two volumes.
Octavo, period-style full straight-grain brown morocco gilt. 
$32,000.
Very rare first edition of the first Hebrew Bible published in America, of major
importance in the field of American Judaica, beautifully bound.
The publisher of this edition, Thomas Dobson, explained: “In the year 1812,
Mr. [Jonathan] Horowitz had proposed the publication of an edition of the
Hebrew Bible, being the first proposal of the kind ever offered in the United
States. The undertaking was strongly recommended by many clergymen…
and a considerable number of subscriptions for the work were obtained by
him… Horowitz, recently arrived from Amsterdam with a font of Hebrew type,
made his proposal, but he was not alone.” Facing competition from several others hoping to publish an edition before his, Horowitz decided early in
1813 to transfer his right to the edition to the Philadelphia publisher Thomas
Dobson; he sold his type to William Fry. Dobson’s edition, printed by Fry and
published in 1814, precedes all others. “After the ‘lean’ years which followed
the Revolutionary War... the appearance of a work in the Hebrew language
which bore approbation from both leading Christian clergymen and leading Jews marked the beginning of friendlier intellectual discourse” (Karp,
Judaic Treasures of the Library of Congress, 291-92). Bound with half titles.
Rosenbach, American Jewish Bibliography, 171. Darlow & Moule 5168a. Shaw
& Shoemaker 30857. A fine copy, very beautifully bound.
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